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Looks as if Summer has arrived. We were fortunate that the typical North
Eastern Ohio storms of Spring passed us by. Summer was a bit late in getting
started, but it's here at last. Much has happened since the last newsletter -
Dayton 2001 came and went into the history books. A bit soggy Friday - off
and on rain Saturday, and Sunday was pretty good. The outdoor flea market
got a bit wet, but Dayton went on as scheduled. Mark the calendar and start
the countdown to next year! Inside this issue are reports from the Dayton,
Canfield, and Goodyear hamfests from Al - KB8VJL. Field Day was enjoyed
by those that attended - there are some pictures in here from Field Day -
Thanks goes to Dave - N8I1Q for hosting the club in his backyard again this
year. | managed to talk Joe - W8KNO into starting a regular column in the
newsletter about paper chasing. Steve - N8XIB found a nice article on some
Canadian Hams which happen to be members of the same Rail Road
Brotherhood Steve belongs to. ATV is alive in Portage County. Roger -
KB8JHS has been having ATV tests of the system and progress is being
made. Also in this issue, our UK representative Don - GOEOH has a nice
article | think you will like - it's about Marconi. People must be busy this
Summer since the net participation is down a bit. Thanks goes out to those of
you that do make it in to the Sunday, Tuesday, and Wednesday nets. For
those of you that are too busy - we'll catch you when you get a chance!
Interest in PSK-31 seems to be growing - you may want to check out this
mode of operation. same with SSTV. The bands are out there for you to use.
It always amazes me how far you can
communicate just using a simple wire

and less than 50 watts of power. If your
thinking of upgrading to allow you more
band space to operate in GO FOR IT !!!
There are many hams from all over the
world just waiting for you to get on the

air. The end of July brings us the Portage
Amateur Radio Club's annual Hamfair
July 29th at the Portage County Fair
Grounds in Randolph. Come on out and
give a hand helping running this important
event for the club. Help is always welcome
and very much appreciated.

Tom - KB8UUZ




SECRETARY’S CORNER

No input for July/August - Joanne is REALLY REALLY
busy running around getting last minute details and things
ready for the PARC Hamfair!

FROM OUR U.K. CORRESPONDENT

MARCONI
100 years

WHEN  Thomas
Jenkin Barron sent
three dots of the
Morse code from
Poldhu Cove in
Cornwall on the
12th of December
1901, received by
Guglielmo Marconi
at St Johns,
Newfoundland, it was arguably, the most significant event
of the 20th century. Limited radio communication had
already been established over relatively short distances,
but it was generally believed that the curvature of the earth
would send radio waves into space. Marconi, however,
believed otherwise. His previous experiments over water
had convinced him that long distant communication was
possible and this day was the culmination of his efforts.
Many other scientists had contributed to the sum of radio
. B knowledge, but

Marconi was the
man of enterprise
and energy, who
spent his life
developing and
improving radio,
recognizing the
commercial
possibilities of
bringing global
communication
within in reach of
Radio was technically interesting and attracted

everyone.
many other scientists. Fleming invented the first thermionic

valve, speeding the progress further. Most of the
development on the medium and long wavebands,
shortwaves were considered unsuitable for practical
purposes. However, ordinary people with technical ability
were showing great interest in radio and were given the
shortwaves bands to try out their ideas. Hence amateur
radio was born and such was the ability of the amateur
fraternity that communication on the short wavebands was
not only established as possible, but far superior for long-
range working. By this time, an international body had
been set up to regulate the use of the radio spectrum and
because the amateurs had demonstrated their abilities,
part of each band was allocated for amateur use. From that

time on development was continuous leading to the high
tech society of today, almost totally dependent on the
electronics industry for radio, television, computers, mobile
telephones,
navigation
systems etc.
The list is
endless, the
boundaries
non-existent.
If  Marconi
could see
the marvels
of today, he
and other pioneers of radio would be proud of themselves.

—

ST g e B L ey

Pictures from top to bottom

Marconi with early apparatus in 1896.

Lizard radio station Cornwall in 1903.

The Lizard radio station atop steep cliffs at Bass point.

Footnote

In 1986,two Cornish radio hams, were talking about radio
generally, and Marconi in particular when they hit on a
brilliant idea of organizing an annual event to
commemorate the great mans achievements. Two years
later the two hams Norman G4USB, and Monty G4ZKH
finalized the plan for the Marconi award as it is now known,
it takes place in April as near to Marconi's birthday as
possible. Competitors have to contact a certain number of
stations, scattered all over the Globe to qualify for a very
fine certificate on an original Marconi share certificate. This
year is the 100th anniversary of that first Transatlantic
message, more amateurs will be trying for the Marconi
award, more research, design, and development will be
going on all over the world, to further mans knowledge and
improve existing systems. The 20th century produced
many great men and a woman in every field of human
endeavor Guglielmo Marconi was one of the greatest.

Trust you all have a happy summer.
Don GOEOH - Cornwall U.K. 73 es 88...

Don't Forget — The regular meetings of the Portage
Amateur Radio Club, Inc. are on the 4 th Wednesday of the
month. Meetings start at 7:00 pm. Place: Portage County
Justice Center - 8240 Infirmary Road, Shalersville, Ohio.

DAYTON HAMVENTION REPORT

Hello PARC members and friends ..... On May 18th | had
the honor of traveling with Tom (KB8UUZ) and Radio
Bob(N8KBX) to the Great Dayton Hamvention! We left
Tom's house at 3am sharp. It was foggy out when we
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left.... but Tom was sure we would make it to Dayton..... fog
or no fog..... Tom was doing the driving. About an hour into
our trip we decided to stop for a cup of coffee.... somehow
in the fog..... we took an unplanned exit...... and ended up
at a service

plaza. Found
some good
coffee
inside......we

all loaded up
and said so
long to the old
timer  behind
the  counter.
Back on the road again........ we were again headed for
Dayton. That trip down 71 going south is a boring trip!
Even after drinking a cup of coffee.... | think | still dosed off
a couple of times. And Tom's Radio was stuck on an NPR
Radio station which helped me dose off. We made good
time in the fog. | was expecting at least one wild ride of
driving through
a corn
field...from

going off the
road due to the
fog.... But Tom
had no problem
keeping the car
on the road! No

corn fields
tours... no
"Moo-cows"

wedged in the
radiator....what a boring ride on 71! We arrived about
8am.... which was our planned ETA. Walking from the car
to the Hamvention site.... our driver... noted my boots |
had on.... and made reference to them.... as being the type
"skinheads" wear. | pointed out to him that since there was
a chance of rain.... my choice of foot wear may make the
deference for a more pleasant day. This was the first time |
attended Dayton..... What a hamfest!!!!!!l We three split up
as soon as we got there.... Radio Bob was going to try and
make some of the "talks".... Tom was heading for the inside
vendors..... with his list of items he was looking for. And |

; headed for

the outside
flea market.
It started to
sprinkle a
little....so |
headed for
the indoor
vendors....
The place

was

packed...did run across Radio Bob inside.... we sat down
and rested a bit...then we both took off on our own. It
rained off and on that Friday we were there..... saw many
things that | wanted ..... | don't think | looked at everything
out side due to the passing rain showers. Saw some really
great crafts..... polished stones and gems.... and some

really neat mounted fossils....mounted on small wood
plaques.... these stones and fossils were really nice..... |
can't say the price was real cheep...but the quality of what |
saw was out standing! They would have made great
gifts..... if one still had money left over after looking at all
the ham stuff! Crossed paths with Radio Bob again.....just
before he took off again..... and then with Tom. "Our
simplex Freq.".... was not ours.... zillions of other hams
also were on the 2 meter band.... trying to contact their
pals who were also roaming around looking for great buys!
We headed for the car around 4pm..... bags of loot .... in
each of our hands.... what a great time .... even with the
passing rain showers! As we got closer to the field/grass
parking area.....it soon appeared that my choice of foot
wear was correct for that day! The low areas of the parking
area had about 4 inches of mud and water in them....
walking to Toms car.... my feet were dry thanks to my
water proof boots! | know of two other Dayton hamsters
who had to walk though the parking lot river in their
"Tennis" shoes and the water was up to their ankles.... and
by the time we got inside the car...the water had "wicked"
up their pant legs to about their knees! No big rain storm
while we were there...... none on our trip back home..... we
stopped for grub in Columbus...... told Dayton stories.....
then hit the road again. | dosed off again...... woke up as
Tom pulled into that same service plaza that we had
stopped at about 4am.....it was about 10pm..... the same
old timer was there behind the counter.....he claimed he did
go home earlier!!!!  Dayton 2001..... what a great time we
all had!

Al - KB8VJL

SEASONED WITH LOVE

BANANA NUT SALAD Serves 6

1 cup brown sugar

1 large egg

1 teaspoon vinegar

2 tablespoons water

2 tablespoons butter

4 medium bananas, sliced

1/2 cup chopped nuts

Cook ingredients until thick. Cool and pour over sliced
bananas. Sprinkle with chopped nuts.
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QUICK CHEESEBURGER BAKE SERVES 8

1 pound ground beef

1/4 cup onion, chopped

1 can cheddar cheese soup

1 can mixed vegetables

1/4 cup milk

2 cup Bisquick baking mix

1 cup cheddar cheese shredded

Heat oven to 400 degrees. Grease 13x9x12 oblong baking
dish. Cook beef and onion in skillet until brown; drain. Stir
in soup, vegetables and milk. Combine Bisquick and water
in baking dish to make batter. Spread evening in dish.
Spread beef mixture over batter and cover with shredded
cheese. Bake 30 minutes.

Vivian - KBS8CLH

L

PAPER CHASING

When the call went out for articles and ideas for the news
letter, | responded that there never seemed to be an article
about operating. Therefore, | have been drafted to write an
article for each issue about paper chasing. In the broadest
view, it means collecting amateur radio memorabilia. It can
be in the form of QSL cards, awards or certificates. Some
info about me, am | a collector of memorabilia; today -YES.
A year ago | would have said NO. At that time, | had
collected four QSL card and one certificate of appreciation
for operating NSS on Armed Forces Day. That was after
forty one years as a ham. | had also been the shipboard
station on USS Hammerberg (DE-1015) and USS Gearing
(DD-710) but when you leave, all the records stay with the
ship. | wanted to share my hobby and words did not seem
to fulfill the bill. Other people aremore interested if you can
show them something or demonstrate how you operate. It
is easy to show you operating but a little harder to show
what you have done; therefore, | decided to collect some
QSL cards, awards and certificates. As an ARRL affiliated
club, each of us should be aware of the awards that they
have or administer, WAC. | will not dwell on the Special
Event Stations as listed in QST each month. If there is
extra information about one of the special events, | might
mention it. For example, in the July QST there were two
special event stations aboard ships ( | do try and work
ships and get their QSL cards), USS Salem the USCGC
Maple and the tug Portland. They were actually the
vanguard of the ships as there were actually 53
participating in the Museum of Ships weekend. How many
QSL cards have you received with WA and WAE on them.
Everyone knows that WAS stands for "Worked All States"
and an award is given by the ARRL but does WAE stand
for "Worked All Europe™? Wrong, it stands for "Worked All
El Paso". To be granted authority to show the WAE on
your QSL card you need to work 15 members of The EI
Paso Amateur Radio Club. They meet each Sunday
morning at 11am our local time on 28.441 or as close to
that frequency as they can get. After contacting 15 El

Paso amateurs submit information showing the Call Sign,
Name of the Operator, Date, Time and Frequency to the
Club Secretary, Bill Rogers, El Paso Amateur Radio Club,
2100 San Diego, El Paso, Texas 79930. You will find them
to be amiable people. A certificate you may be interested in
is one given by the Cleveland Bicentennial Amateur Radio
Committee, K8CRF, 8113 Thornhurst Drive, North
Royalton, Ohio 44133. You will know them when you hear
them as they identify themselves as K8 Cleveland Rain
Forest and they operate from the Metro Parks Zoo. If you
make contact, check for the QSL information as they
sometimes have you mail it elsewhere. If you have any
ideas on improving this column please write or e-mail me
at: jlw_usna62@yahoo.com

Joe - WBKNO
S ——— | ©;

HAMFEST REPORT - C.A.R.S.

Off to the 2001 CARS Hamfest in Macedonia with Tom
(KB8UUZ) and my older Brother Phil on a nice warm and
dry Sunday morning. There is almost no one on the road....
early Father's Days. That is about the only day we Men folk
can get away with sleeping in if we choose.... or taking off
for a hamfest.... without a big debate with our wives. | took
a short cut.... off the main highway.... for a change of pace
that morning. Shortly after a Black cat crossed the road
ahead of us our luck changed. With the aid of the
navigator sitting next to me.... we missed our turn
off...which would have taken us right to the entrance to the
hamfest. After we saw most of the sites and the new
stores there in Macedonia.... we finally made it to the
hamfest...and we were early! Since | already got the
soldering gun from the Goodyear hamfest.... | wasn't
looking for anything special at this hamfest.... this year.
There was an outside vendor who had a Elecraft
Transceiver on the top of his parked car and he had two
battery packs for a handheld cell phone, which had the
solar cells on them to recharge the battery packs. The guy
had the two battery packs mounted neatly on a small
board..... with the solar cell side upward....and a power
lead running to the small radio that was made from a kit. |
don't remember which model the radio was....... | thought
he had it on the 20 meter CW band. He had his key sitting
on top of the car also..... he was trying to work CW with his
key... and the people who stopped by his table would start
talking to him....and distract him from copying the CW.... It
appeared he wanted to work CW more then to sell stuff at
his table. Saw a couple of small antenna rotors.... good
prices..... but | passed on them. Another vendor had a
bunch of "sweep tubes"...... since my radio doesn't have
"glow lamps" in it.... so | passed on them. After a most
relaxing morning at the CARS Hamfest...... the three of us
headed for home....... and we will return again next year.

Al - KB8VJL
T
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SIGN UP A NEW MEMBER

Please support YOUR club, help pay for the repeater and
many other worth wile club activities. Sign up that new
member today:
Portage Amateur Radio Club, Inc
c/o: Joanne Sol ak - KJ30/8
9971 Di agonal Rd.
Mantua, OH 44255

T
ATV TEST

On Saturday July 14th , we met
at the Justice Center for another
round at testing the A.T.V. from
the club bus to the EMA center.
Thanks to those who were able
to help: WASIAA Tom, N8XIB
Steve, KC8RJR Earl, KB8UUZ
Tom, N8KBX Bob, K8WJH Ed,
W8KNO Joe and my self

went to one of the highest points in the county Joe's -
WB8KNO neighbor's back yard. We used a beam brought by
Bob - N8KBX. It has 19 elements with 15 db gain and was
made for ATV. We put this antenna on Tom's - WASIAA
mast pipe 30 ft. in the air. We could not get a Picture or

any sound 8 ==
miles away. We ' f N W
were pretty I II ! ° '
discouraged by L]
then, not to L]
mention we 1 [
overloaded the IKBBZ_H _P.

front end of our i —

EOREN Gy i

T.V. and burmmed | | AT vcrolenll 1 M
it out!l!! So we . i} AMATEU R (1 . [
tore down all W | TELEVISION | | | 14
equipment, : Suma '

antennas ,and mast pipes. One of the last things we tore
apart was the jumper coax between the 100 watt amplifier
and the transmitter. And guess what happened??? The
connector fell off Il Sooooo we were never putting out a
Signal, at least not one that could go very far. We need to
get new coax for UHF and new "N" connectors. We will talk
this over at the next club meeting. Thanks to Joe's
neighbor for the use of there yard, all of the borrowed
equipment that we used, and all those who were able to
help.
Roger - KB8JHS

L ——————————————— | T

UPCOMING HAMFESTS

29 Jul 2001 - Portage ARC - Randolph, OH -
http://parc.portage.oh.us - Contact: Joanne Solak, KJ30 - 9971
Diagonal Road - Mantua, OH 44255 - Phone: 330-274-8240 -
Email: ljsolak@apk.net

4 Aug 2001 - Voice of Aladdin ARC - Columbus, OH - Contact:
James Morton, KB8KPJ - 6070 Northgap Drive - Columbus, OH
43229-1945 - Phone: 614-846-7790 - Email: kb8kpj@cs.com

19 Aug 2001 - Warren ARA - Warren, OH -
http://www.onecom.net/wara - Contact: Renee McCaman,
KB8SVF - 317 Raymond Avenue NW - Warren, OH 44483 -
Phone: 330-847-8478 - Email: mccaman@cboss.com

9 Sep 2001 - Findlay ARC -
http://www.bright.net/~kanga/w8ft/hamfest.html - Contact: - Bill
Kelsey, N8ET - 3521 Spring Lake Dr. - Findlay, OH 45840 -
Phone: 419-423-4604 - Email: kanga@bright.net

16 Sep 2001 - Greater Cincinnati ARA -
http://cincinnatiamateurradio.com - Contact: James Weaver,
K8JE - 5065 Bethany Rd. - Mason, OH 45040-9660 - Phone: 513-
459-0142 - Email: k8je@arrl.net

23 Sep 2001 - Hamfest Association of Cleveland -
http://www.hac.org - Contact: Ed Santavicca, AA8TV - 1259
Edwards Ave. - Lakewood, OH 44107 - Phone: 800-253-3378 -
Email: info@hac.org
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7 Oct 2001 - Medina Two Meter Group - http://www.gsl.net/m2m
- Contact: - Mike Rubaszewski, N8TZY - 4264 Alpine Hill Court -
Brunswick, OH 44212 - Phone: 330-273-1519 - Email:
n8tzy@m3net.net

e
Liquid Antenna QSO Claimed

File this one under "You heard it here first if it turns out to
be true... but don't hold your breath." A group of hams
calling themselves Live-Wire Group claims to have
completed the first "Liquid Antenna" to "Liquid Antenna"
contact, between Florida and Wisconsin, on March 17. The
two stations said to be operating on 17 meters and using
"lonic Fluid Antennas" - 10 foot-high by 2- inched-wide
cylinders filled with concentrated saltwater - according to a
news release issued by Dave Hatch, N9ZRT, which
explains that the antennas are generally used vertically,
and that the "RF is fed into the base of the antenna through
several three-inch-long copper probes that are exposed to
the conductive liquid." The release adds that the members
of the Live-Wire Group are experimenting with liquid
dipoles and "plum able to resonant length verticals." We'll
will remain respectfully skeptical about this one. [From the
CQ Newsletter]
Ed - KBWJH

e
Adventures with PSK-31

1630 Zulu .... July 7th ..... Everyone's eyes were fixed on
the traces on the Cathode Ray Tube. Not one word was
spoken ...... nor was any sound in the air...other then the
small cooling fans purring away as they cooled the latest
and most powerful computer system running the electronic
search equipment. Were we to get our quarry that day .....
or will it turn out to be another near miss? Operating
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without the aid of any sounds made everyone more tense
and also more focused. The station control operator was

sure he will nail this one. Scanning back and forth ...... not
T R TR a word was
spoken .... the

hunt continued as

the data

ey _ screamed silently
: as it went back
e 1.3Ghz.  Would

the Mother of all
Mother Boards fail at this critical time or would we get our
target?? THERE'S ONE ..... screamed the control

No sounds at aII ....... very little energy leaving from our
target ...... but we are "locked" on to him. Waiting.......
steady ...... steady ....... just one push of a button on the
mouse is all it takes to "nail" him ....... steady...... GET
READY ....... GET READY ... Now!!
BAMMIIIIIIII The control operator fired off his first shot at

that possible target....A MISS!I! TRY AGAIN, | yelled!
BAMM>>>> goes the finger on the mouse key for a second
time ......... The CRT is now filling with our targets response
from the control operator. WE GOT HIM ...... WE GOT HIM
...... we yelled at the same time! Contact to known and
unknown parts of the world ..... with so little power needed
from either end....and you can do all of this and hear
yourself think at the same time. All of we Mickey Mouse
Club Members (hams with computers) could do the same
as Tom (KB8UUZ) is doing now with PSK-31. Till we
cross paths again .....

Al - KB8VJL

This | did not believe!

| was just tuning around on 20 meters and heard a W1 in
contact with a CO/MM and he asked where he was so he
could point the beam at him. The reply was that the MM
was just NE of Cuba and the W1 asked where in the world
that was........

Joe - WBKNO

GOOD YEAR HAMFEST

On the road at 6:30 am for the drive to Tom's (KB8UUZ)
house to pick up T Vil

Tom and his
friend "Call Area
6 Randy." Randy
Wilson  (N6TL)
returned  again
this year to visit
Tom and attend
the Goodyear
Hamfest! Arrived
at Tom's at 7am

sharp....... Randy was a little disappointed that we weren't
going in my "little Red Scrap"...... he liked the ride he had
last year when we all rode to the Canfield Hamfest in it!

But this year......... | was driving the wife's car. With two
more cylinders and the crankcase filled with 100%
synthetic motor oil..... | was sure we would make the trip to

the hamfest..... without delay. | chose the route......44 south
to 224 west ward. With no other traffic on the open road

that Sunday
| morning
e allowed us to
just zip along.
We got there

early...... stuck
together for
about 15
minutes  then
split up. | ran

across a good
buy....and picked up a Weller 240/325 soldering gun for
$15 dollars........ | was prepared to buy a new one so when
| ran across that one ....... | grabbed it! | wanted another
antenna tuner........ but passed up on about three of
them.... all going for a fair price. | think | made a error that
day when | passed on them! Saw some 813 tubes........ but
all of these Hamfest tubes can't be "new" old stock.... so |
passed on them. Talked to several of our club members
who were also there While walking around...... saw
another ham @ ' '

leaving with a
3 element 2
meter beam
antenna that |
had failed to
spot! | sure
have missed
out on many
antennas.......

from these past hamfests. Crossed paths with UUZ and
we walked around the area again...... then
headed for the car. It was a real nice day for this years
hamfest...... all of us had a great time there... again this
year. Heading to Akron for a bit to eat...... driving with the
windows down....... | drove by the old blimp air dock to
show Randy..... | even offered to stop and take a picture of
Tom and Randy climbing the fence...with all the barb wire
on top.... so Randy would have a neat picture to remind
him of this years visit to Ohio...but both of my pals declined
my offer! Driving to Quaker Square....... | missed my
exit.....ended up going west on 76....... got off at the first
exit.... heading towards the "Square" | stopped at a red
light. A few big bikes pulled up behind me........ then a
couple more on my right side.......... then a few more on my
left side........ someone in the car pointed out we are
surrounded! Not sure what take place next.... we just kept
looking forward...... to prevent any misunderstanding
between "us and them." Just like the scene in the movie
"Bullit"...... We went forward when the light turned
green........ stopped at the next red light. | grabbed my seat
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belt buckle... and pulled it tighter...... Tom and Randy
spotted me making my belt tighter......... next thing |
knew..... both of my riders were wrapping up their seat belt
buckles ...using a roll of electric tape they found on the

back seat........ to insure their buckles would not
release........ in case the ride became bumpy when the light
turned green.......... my left hand on the wheel......... my

right hand on the floor shifter...... shifting into 1st....... my
right foot pressing all the "play" out of the out of the gas
peddle....my left foot on the brake peddie......... what
seemed like an hour....... ended when the light turned
green. A roar of big bikes surrounded us....... 1st gear.....
2nd gear........ next gear......... faster and faster........ next
gear was what appeared to be the "Square D" gear........

: T Ly that is what the

F  di 5

“L @ symbol  looked
like without my
reading glasses
on....A  Square
with a "D" inside
of it........ the roar
of the
motorcycles  still
was increasing
behind us........
more speed is
needed....... so |
shifted  forward
again....... for
some  unknown
reason....the cars
speed didn't

increase but the
engine speed did
it appeared that the

increase. Looking at the dash.......
needle for the tech showed the engine speed was "minus"
zero RPMS! | quickly looked down at the shifter....... and
saw that the shifter was in the "N" gear but we weren't
going any faster!!!! | shifted back to the "Square D" and we
were off again......... the needle of the tech moved out of

the "minus zone" through the red zone...back to the black
marks....... faster and faster......... my two hamster pals
were hanging on tight....... a car ride almost like in

"Bullit"......... but taking place in Akron....up the hills.... own
the hills......... a hard turn to the left...and we lost the
bikers..... who went right. The tires were hot....... the
exhaust system glowing red..when we slowed back
down......... but the synthetic motor oil was "A-Ok"...and all
the connecting rods were still in the engine.......... Quaker
Square wasn't open yet........ so we headed for home rather
then wait around there....... another great day and
hamfest......... Tom is trying to talk Randy into showing up

for Dayton next year...... to see what a really big hamfest is
like! So long......
Al - KB8VJL

[Editors Note: Hills in Akron?? Although riding with Al can be an
adventure, he’s not quite as flamboyant as it seems — but it does
make for good reading!]

Radio Men

If there is a natural disaster or a big man-made event
around Manitoba, there is a good chance that BLE
members might be helping with communications systems.
Four retired BLE members are: Alfred Keber, Paul
Champagne, Bert Andrews and Joe Konkin. The Winnipeg
Seniors Radio Club has 184 members and was founded in
1983. The club is equipped to operate on all amateur radio
bands. When the occasion arise, the club provides
communications assistance to disaster areas world-wide
and for events such as the Manitoba Marathon, Girl
Guides, Clubs and Scouts on the air, and telephone
patches for families of Canadian Armed Forces on

overseas
assignments. These 1 o
4 BLE members o
were  a major K
communications

component  during

flooding in Manitoba
in 1997. They kept in
touch with flooded
communities that had
no other means of communications. "We all became
amateur radio operators after we retired for a hobby and
have been participating in community events and
disasters" said Keber. "Amateur radio has given us the
opportunity to converse with people all over the world."
Andrews who retired from CN in 1993 said his uncle was
an amateur. He had taken electronics in school and knew
one of the members from the club. Paul started out in
general radio (CB) and was told by a friend how to get
involved in amateur radio. Keber retired from the CPR in
1989 and was introduced to amateur radio by his brother
in-law.

=

Seated: Brother A_Ilml
and Joe Konl

tanding, from left: Paul Champagne, Bert Andrews
bers of the Winnipeg Sentors Radio Club,

Steve - N8XIB

[Editors Note: The BLE is the Brotherhood of Locomotive
Engineers and Steve is a retired engineer and a member of
the BLE. The article was from the Summer 2001 issue of
the Locomotive Engineers Journal]

P.A.R.C. FIELD DAY 2001

Here are some pictures taken at the
2001 Field Day event. Thanks goes
to Dave — N8IIQ for hosting the club
again in his back yard. This years
Field Day was fun for all that
attended. Next year we hope to see
you participate.
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| RADIO EXERCISES

William McCauley/Record-Courier
Tom Rees, call sign WABIAA, from Streetsboro demon-
strates Morse Code at the Portage Amateur Radio Club's

field day in Mantua y- Club made
as far away as California, Texas, Florida and Saskatchewan.




