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Dayton 2002 is in the history books. Although the
attendance seemed to be down this year, it was still
great to be there! The weather was a bit cool and

wet on Friday, Hamvent10n® 2 002

but Saturday

and  Sunda

were sunny and dry. As always, there was plenty to
see while walking around. | didn't have a big
shopping list and managed to find just about all that
| wanted. Of course, | could have spent much
more, but | knew better! I'm already looking forward
to Hamvention 2003. Since the last newsletter
FIELD DAY 2002 came upon us and Bobby -
WBS8FEW and his crew did and outstanding job of
coordinating everything. More on the PARC Field
Day inside the newsletter. The committee for the
PARC Hamfair is looking for helpers during the
Hamfair. More on this important event inside the
newsletter. As promised in the last newsletter, this
issue of the PARC QSO has pictures from the
PARC Field Day, and pictures from the Dayton
Hamvention. If you're still getting this newsletter by
regular mail your missing allot. If you have internet
access, please contact me at: kb8uuz@arrl.net so |
can get you on the E-Mail list. Not only does it save
the club money (printing, postage, running around
and getting them copied and mailed), if you get the
PARC QSO by internet — you will see all the
pictures and more in full COLOR. And, you don’t
have to walk out to the mail box to get it — I'll deliver
it right to your e-mail address!!

Joe - WBKNO has been busy and flnally got his
QSL cards checked, and s : e
at the last PARC
meeting, he proudly
showed off his ARRL
DXCC Award! Congrats
to Joe!! If you think it
take a big station to get
DXCC your wrong. © : :
Many hams are getting DXCC while working QRP
(5watts or less), and your antenna can be a simple
dipole. Sometimes the simple antennas work real
good, so get that wire in the air and get out there
and make some contacts. There are plenty of hams
from around the world, just waiting to hear from
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Until next time —
Take Care & 73.

Tom
KB8UUZ
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President - Larry Solak - WD8MPV
Vice President - Dave Cluggish - N8IIQ
Sec'y/Treas.- Joanne Solak - KJ30/8
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Trustees: 1- Steve - N8XIB 2- Dave - WABGCF 3 - Dave - WBGWI

The PARC newsletter is issued 6 times per
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inputs for the newsletter.
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ARRL LOG ROBOT

No more will you have to wonder, "Did they get my log?"
The ARRL log robot is now automagically updating a public
list of logs received on the ARRL Web site on an hourly
basis. See http://www.arrl.org/contests/claimed/ for logs
back through 2001 Sweepstakes. Only logs that have
been accepted by the robot without problems are listed.
Paper logs are not listed until the log submission deadline
is passed and all logs have been processed by ARRL HQ
staff. This automated system be utilized for all future
ARRL-sponsored contests that are supported by the
Cabrillo format and the Contest Robot. Note that Field Day
is NOT supported by the Robot. Field Day logs will be
posted once all initial data entry for the event has been
finished.

From the ARRL
o —
SEASONED WITH LOVE

CHUCK ROAST

3 Ib chuck roast (2 inches thick))

2 Tbsp. Al Steak Sauce

1 envelope onion soup mix

1 (101/2 0z.) can mushroom soup|

Place the chuck roast in the center of extra wide, heavy foil
in a roasting pan. Brush the meat with A 1, steak sauce
and sprinkle the onion soup mix over it. Spreads with
mushroom soup. Wrap loosely in foil and bake at 350 for 2
% to 3 hours. Makes 6 servings.

CAMPFIRE CRUB

1 (15 OZ) CAN PORK AND BEANS

% TO 2/3 LB GROUND CHUCK

1 MEDIUM ONION

Pineapple slices in small can (6 0z) or orange pieces
(optional). Using a large skillet, brown meat and onion to
well done. Add beans (and optional pineapple). Cook till
beans are steaming hot, then serve.

Option: With orange or pineapple pieces, include the
orange or pineapple juice. Cook till fruit flavor has blended
well. If you hubby is a cowboy, he will flip for this one. So
will the little cowboys and girls you have. Serves 2

Vivian - KB8CLH

.
FOX HUNTING SAFETY

Recently in Eastern Massachusetts, a club was conducting
a fox hunt and left the fox near a public shopping mall.
Although it was a totally innocent act, someone not familiar
with the box the fox was contained in notified authorities
and created a problem. It is strongly suggested that any
club conducting fox hunts, notify public safety officials that

a fox hunt is taking place in their community and where the
fox is located. It would be very easy for any public safety
official to consider the fox to be a “Device” and treat it
accordingly. A person, not knowing what the fox is, could
consider it to be a radio-controlled bomb. The events of 9-
11 have considerably heightened public awareness of
anything that looks suspicious. Many times, the fox is
hidden in strange locations and this further complicates the
problem. A simple notification made to the local public
safety officials may eliminate a major public safety
response and prevent our noble hobby from receiving any
bad publicity.

Mark Duff/KB1IEKN - Boston Amateur Radio Club, Chief of
Operations, Hingham Fire Department

Sent in by Bob - N8QXG

o —
UPCOMING HAMFESTS

14 Jul North Hills ARC http://www.nharc.pgh.pa.us - Contact:
Joseph Springer, AA3TA - 2601 Clare Street - Glenshaw, PA
15116 Phone: 412-486-1681 Email: aa3ta@bellatlantic.net -
Pittsburgh (North Hills), PA

20 Jul Northern Ohio ARS http://www.apk.net/noars/hamfest.htm
Contact: Tom Porter, W8KYZ - 161 Herrmann Drive - Avon Lake,
OH 44012 - Phone: 440-930-9115 Email: n8pzd07 @email.com -
Wellington, OH

21 Jul Van Wert ARC http://www.w8fy.com - Contact: Bob
Barnes, WDSLPY - PO Box 602 - Van Wert, OH 45891 Phone:
419-238-1877 Van Wert, OH

27 Jul OH-KY-IN ARS http://www.ohkyin.org Contact: Mr. Lynn
Ernst, WD8JAW - 10650 Aspen Place - Union, KY 41091-7665
Phone: 859-657-6161 Email: wd8jaw@atrrl.net - Cincinnati, OH

28 Jul Portage ARC http://parc.portage.oh.us Contact: Joanne
Solak, KJ30 - 9971 Diagonal Road - Mantua, OH 44255 Phone:
330-274-8240 Email: lis@config.com

Randolph, OH

3 Aug 2002 Voice of Aladdin ARC http://www.gsl.net/w8fez
Contact: James Morton, KB8KPJ - 6070 Northgap Drive -
Columbus, OH 43229-1945 Phone: 614-846-7790 Email:

kb8kpj@cs.com - Columbus, OH

18 Aug 2002 Warren ARA http://hamgallery.com/warren -
Contact: Renee McCaman, KB8SVF - 317 Raymond Avenue NW
- Warren, OH 44483 Phone: 330-847-8478 Email:
mccaman@cboss.com - Warren, OH

25 Aug 2002 Skyview Radio Society
http://www.microconnect.net/~ggross/skyview.htm -

Contact: Robert Livrone, N3WAYV - 116 Arizona Drive - Lower
Burrell, PA 15068 Phone: 724-339-9607 Email: n3wav@arrl.net
New Kensington, PA

8 Sep 2002 Findlay Radio Club http://www.findlayradioclub.org -
Contact: Bill Kelsey, N8ET - PO Box 587 - Findlay, OH 45839
Phone: 419-423-4604 Email: kanga@bright.net - Findlay, OH

The PARC QSO - July / August 2002 - Page 2 of 10



The PARC QSO - Portage Amateur Radio Club - Newsletter

8 Sep 2002 Western Pennsylvania Section Convention - Butler
County ARA - http://www.gsl.net/w3udx - Contact: Kevin Berry,
KF4RMA - PO Box 1787 - Butler, PA 16001 Phone: 724-586-
1182 Email: kf4rma@arrl.net - Butler, PA

22 Sep 2002 Hamfest Association of Cleveland -
http://www.hac.org - Contact: Hamfest Assn. of Cleveland - PO
Box 81252 - Cleveland, OH 44181-0252 Phone: 1-800-CLE-
FEST - Email: info@hac.org - Cleveland, OH

L
HAMFEST REPORT - BUTLER

What a great Hamfest day at Butler, PA! | hitched a ride
with Tom-KB8UUZ early... and off we went. Hardly anyone
on the road that morning to slow us down. We have been
lucky with these longer distance hamfests this year with the
light traffic we have encountered on these early Sunday
mornings. No traffic jams, no road repair work taking place
to spoil our start of the hamfests. Arriving early we headed
for the ticket hopper/drum and then had to stand in line for
the extra chance prize tickets for the many raffle prizes
they offered. Ticket stubs placed in the drums... off we go,
each in our own direction. | did see some nice home-brew
antenna tuners... one | was thinking of buying but | waited
till later... and it was gone when | returned. An inside
vendor had a HF power Amp he had constructed using a
Russian GS-35b metal/ceramic power Triode. The vendor
had the amplifier there to show other hams how they too
could build their own high power Amplifier and how simple
the construction of it was using that Russian made tube...
and he had an extra Tube and its copper cooling finned
jacket sitting on his table for hams to pick up and check
out. The guy wasn't selling anything... he just wanted hams
to see what they could do with a $100 Russian made
power tube... in their own ham shack. For more info on the
amplifier  ..track down Tom Adams WB8WJU
(wbBwju@attbi.com). Looked over many small parts that
aren't at the Ohio hamfests | have been to. | heard that
there were some other PARC members there also... but we
didn't cross paths with them. My big "find" there was a 2
meter four element antenna and a 40x CD-ROM drive
(That really works) for one of my computers! Tom and |
had a great time there...l think we both walked around the
whole hamfest grounds about four times...to make sure we
didn't miss anything. Another great hamfest in the year
2002 came to a close, and we were part of it!

Al-KB8VJL
P

Two National Conventions In Ohio this
Summer

Ohio will host two ham radio national conventions this
summer in Dayton and Cleveland. First the OMIK ARA and
its Ladies Auxiliary will hold its 50th Anniversary
Convention at the Best Western Executive Hotel on
Needmore Road (Exit 58 on I-75) in Dayton. This is July
17-20 beginning Wednesday at 10 a.m. For complete

information, please contact Moody T. Law, WQ®6I, at PO
Box 639, Claremont, CA, 91711. Then the Young Ladies
Radio League (YLRL) and its local affiliate, The Buckeye
Belles, will hold its 2002 National Convention in Middleburg
Heights (near Cleveland) from August 2 - 4. For more
information contact Convention Chair Nancy Hall, KC4IYD,
at PO Box 775 North Olmsted, Ohio 44070 or e-mail at
kcdiyd@arrl.net.

Joe - KBQOE - Ohio ARRL Section Leader
o e
ARRL CONTEST NEWSLETTER

A new membership service offers members expanded
contest results on ARRL Web and supplements contest
coverage in QST. The augmented coverage premiered
April 19 with the results of the 2001 ARRL November
Sweepstakes (CW). Among the new features is an
interactive, searchable database of contest line scores.
You can get this information e-mailed to you right from the
ARRL and it's packed full of good information. Visit the
ARRL web site for more information.

From the ARRL
o e

QSL-PSE Part 3

In this last part I'll talk about sending out your QSL cards
and various ways to find out the mailing address if you go
direct. That brings up two terms you'll need to remember;
Direct and Buro (shortened spelling for Bureau). Direct
means the ham want you to send for his QSL by direct
mail. Of course you also have to find out if the ham has a
QSL manager. The QSL manager may be located in
another country and gets log information from the ham.
You send your card and request to the QSL manager.
Sometimes this speeds things up and costs less, too!
Many foreign hams have QSL managers in the states - so
postage costs would be only 74 cents total. Sending to a
foreign address will cost you $1.80 total and may take a
long time (if the QSL does not get stolen in the process).
Then there is the Buro. The ARRL runs an incoming and
outgoing Buro for hams in the states. I've written on this in
detail in past and won't repeat all of it here (check the Jan-
Feb 2001 issue of the PARC news - or visit the ARRL web
site for the latest Buro information). Basically you send a
stack of cards to the ARRL with a fee, they group them
with other cards and then send them to the various Buros
around the world. Eventually the foreign ham gets your
QSL, drops one in to their Buro, same thing coming back to
the states. The your stateside incoming buro forwards
them to you (if you have envelopes on file!! - again - check
the ARRL for the latest information). This Buro exchange
can take a few years, but when the cards do arrive - it sure
is nice!! So, if you need the card quicker - direct is the way
to go. Most countries will accept a 'green stamp' ($1.00 bill)
for return postage. Some require 2 green stamps. You can
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also use and IRC (International Reply Coupon) and these
cost $1.10 now. (I've also written about IRC's in the past -
check the May-June 1998 issue of the PARC Newsletter).
Your best asking the foreign ham what he can use. In
some countries, American green stamps are illegal - so
don't send them unless requested. No sense in getting a
ham in trouble with his government over a QSL card!! Also,
when sending to a foreign country, make sure the envelope
does not have yours, or their call sign on it - that is an
invitation to mail thiefs that there may be money inside!!
Sad, but true. | usually tuck the dollar inside my return
envelope with my QSL card - and hold the outside
envelope to the light - | f | can't see the dollar from the
outside of the envelope, | send it. So, you've made your
contact, had some QSL cards printed, how - where do you
find the address for the ham you contacted???? There are
2 major ways to find addresses and both of them involve
computers. Let's face it - people move, and paper call
books are usually obsolete before they are printed.
Information changes all the time. So the computer is the
way to go. Stateside QSL information can be found on
QRZ.COM as well as other stateside websites. Foreign is a
little tougher. Try the Buckmaster website, or go to the
GOOGLE search engine (I have found this search engine
works pretty darned good) and search for QSL INFO, or
QSL BURO, or QSL ADDRESS. You'll get a ton of sites to
go to and many countries have their own websites for QSL
information. For special event 1x1 calls - go to the ARRL
website and get the latest information. The 1x1 calls are
issued for a limited time, and may be used by more than
one group of people over a years time. The ARRL site has
them listed along with the dates and contacts. Most US
hams appreciate return postage - some hams demand it -
some hams feel it's part of the hobby and will pay the
return postage - you're better off asking before you send.
Now, it's up to you - make those contacts - get those QSL
cards in the mail and when you get a return QSL - it is
really nifty!!ll Take care & 73

Tom - KBS8UUZ
o e

PAPER CHASE

Were you lucky enough to operate during Field Day? |
hope so since it stirs in all of us the desire to make as
many contacts as possible. So how can we make some

interesting contacts
during the next two x
Spawr of the Vear 2000 SO0 50 PARTY bereby declores thar

Wiinnerr'w Nocorsl

HIM OS50 PARTY 266] }

tation

months? If you
worked some of the
QSO Parties
mentioned in the
last article, you will
be glad to know that
during August there || fusssting dismen, we oy oo b
are two good ones. @0 Fim
The Maryland - DC

QSO Party which

issues certificates for participation. The one shown is the

oy ;
with 2 senreul 9012 i een mmmed ghee | 51

Mace Winmer of the 20000 VIO Qi FARTY in e
(Jhio

etegors! In testament of shis

one | was lucky enough to earn during last years party.
While we are talking about the central Atlantic area, there
is a Diamond State Award provided by D. Hart KE3WH, 6
Harpers Place, Bear, Delaware 19701. The award costs
two dollars and is given when showing proof of working

each of
Delawares three NN SiuEe Slowly
counties: New TEM SSB I.'IEI;'I. -::H:H an ol A0 CW
ay Slatmore
Castle, Kent and WAZIION
sSussex. Check who has confirmed all three counties of the Stale
of Delaware
your QSL card or it
your Iogs, you damany 13 SO

probably are
already able to
claim your award.
The second one
is the one that will interest most of us. It is the OHIO QSO
PARTY! Congratulations go out to Tom, KB8UUZ, for
being high scorer in Portage County, for last year's party
and many years before that. If you look at his performance
as other contests are scored, he should have been the
overall point leader. Be aware that the QSL Party will be
the weekend of the 24th of August, this is a week earlier
than usual because of Labor Day. During September, we
have the Alabama, Louisiana, Tennessee, Texas QSO
Parties and the Washington Salmon Run which is their
equivalent of a QSO Party. Join in and make a contact in a
few new counties. During the last two summers, the big
multi-contact event has been "Route 66 On The Air". This
year there is an event that might be just as big or if it isn't
just as interesting to operate. The event is "NA8KD in the
Keys". The event is sponsored by the Rusty Zipper HF &
DX Contest Club and will run from July 30th through
August 1. They will travel from Key Largo to Key West
and back. You will need to QSL via KG8DP. There will be
a certificate showing the location of each contact. It will go
to all contacts that submit proof and a SASE. Just think
they might work from the old 7 Mile Bridge, Bahia Honda
State Park, Big Pine Key the home of the Key Deer, Boca
Chica the Naval Air Station and Key West or will they be
having a few brews at Slopppy Joe's while waiting for the
green flash at sunset? It is bound to be a great event.
When | get more information, | will try and get it
promulgated. For information, | have been offered the
position of co-pilot for this special event. If you like DX and
looking for a new country, you will probably be interested in
the DXpedition taking place from July 30th through August
10th. 8Q7ZZ will operate from the Maldives. The CW
frequencies are: 3505, 7005, 10106, 14025, 18075, 21025,
24895, 28025 and 50105. The SSB frequencies are:
3795, 7055, 14195, 18145, 21295, 24945, 28495 and
50145. Therefore, no matter what your license class you
have a chance to make that contact and if you make it on 6
meters you will have bragging rights for the rest of your life.
GOOD LUCK!
Hope to hear you in the pile-ups.

Sponsorad oy
WAS Asd Database

b Yo ooy TMIM (el R b
e L

Joe - WBKNO
e 7
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Postal Rates Increased
Or — It costs more to send a QSL

Don't forget - on June 30th, the cost of a
first-class stamp is up by 3 cents to 37
cents, and Post cards went up by 2-
cents boosting them to 23 cents.

U S. Postal Service - http://www.usps.com

o e
EINSTEIN and RADIO

"You see, wire telegraph is kind of a very, very long cat.
You pull his tail in New York and his head is meowing in
Los Angeles. Do you understand this? And radio operates
exactly the same way: you send signals here, they receive
them there. The only difference is that there is no cat."

Albert Einstein, when asked to describe radio

o e
OHIO SECTION LEADER RE-ELECTED

The American Radio Relay League has announced that
Joe Phillips, KBQOE, of Fairfield, has been reelected to a
third term as Ohio Section Manager. The term begins
October 1, 2002 and ends September 30, 2004. He was
the only candidate to file and was declared elected after
the filing deadline passed June 7. Joe was first elected in
1998.
From the ARRL

g i

PARC BATTERY PRESENTATION

Richard Price from Bulldog
Battery in Willoughby came to
our meeting and put on a
presentation on batterles and
battery care May 22" Allot of
good information was talked
about concerning all types of
batteries from lead-acid to
nickel-metal-hydride. Bulldog Battery even donated a nifty
battery charger and batteries for the club meeting raffle!
Thanks goes out to Richard Price for coming to our
meeting from Bulldog Battery in Willoughby.

g i

FIELD DAY 2002
Well, it was fun. The weather was very nice, no rain,
storms, tornadoes, etc. The food was very good, and
plentiful. No one got sick or injured. Only one antenna wire
broke. We made contacts. What more could we ask for. On
Friday evening the crew analyzed the situation and up
went two of our 4 antennas. It was necessary to change

one. Someone planted the two large trees too close
together. So we bypassed the one tree for another tree,
planted ‘just in case the first two were too close together'.
This antenna was about 110 feet long and fed with 450
Ohm twin lead. It was used exclusively for 20M phone. The
second was a
40M dipole
spread from the
just in case the
first two were too
close  together
tree to a just right
tree, at 90
degrees to the first antenna. We then had three pizzas,
compliments PaPa John’s in Ravenna, and left hoping the
antenna gods would smile on our efforts. Saturday morning
started out just as all field days should. Beautiful weather
and plenty of help. With

three 35 masts
supplied by KB8TUY
Mike, a tripod was
constructed from which
hang the awesome
40M Inverted Vee to be
used by the motor
home crew. It was a
real creatlon which worked very well. N8WHT John,

N8WKB Candy and KC8PDK Mark, kept the air waves
busy from the air conditioned motor home. Later we added
a 20M dipole for CW, but it was a little too close to the
ground and shelter to be effective. The magic hour came
and on went the generators, without as much as a
grumble. Contacts were there for the asking, and we did
Sso. KC8RJR,
Errol, started the
grill, warmed the
chili, baked
beans, and
Coney sauce, as
the burgers and
hot dogs smoked.
Appetites

wandered around
the area waiting
for just the right moment to spring on the unsuspecting
food. Yummy, Yummy. As the contacts mounted, other
people started to arrive from the moral support side. The
40M dipole decided it was too tired, and the coax
connection point broke. Not to fear, the gang was here.
Mended and returned to CW operation, all was well. As

evening started to
approach, out came the
cook’s special. Grilled

steaks and baked potato’s
were announced. These

were provided
compliments of County
Line Bar on Route 44

south of Ravenna. It did temporarily slow the contacts, but
only till the bellies were satisfied. As evening wore on, the
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pesky stinging devils appeared for their nourishment. On
went the ‘DEEP WOOD's
OFF’ and the two 20” fans.
They decided not to
attempt flying through the
hurricane to bite our
unsavory skin. As the night
proceeded, discussions of
old times, other field days,
and special events of
i memory, were enjoyed by
all who stayed About six people were there for the all night
operations. Some being relieved by others to catch a few
hours of nap time. Sunday morning arrived to the sound of
CW and SSB pouring forth. The crew amassed contacts
while others readied for the eventual end to our task. Tear
down was as much fun and excitement as was the set up,
but less work. A good thing too. It seems most were ready
for the recliner in a little cooler place, and possibly a
comforting SN00ZE memm .
before bed. When we
were finished with most
of the work, three more
pizzas compliments of
Domino’s of Ravenna,
arrived to quell the last
of our cravings. We
had about 37 amateurs
and friends taking part ;
in the varied work and pleasure. As a result of the efforts of
those operating, we had 55 CW and 271 phone contacts.
With the multipliers and Bonus, our score will be 1,562
pomts Remembering field day is a training exercise to
better prepare us for
the real thing, not fif,
but when we are
needed, it was a
success. We hope all
had enough of
everything to last till
next year. We also
wish to thank all those
who participated in
helping make it a real
success. The time spent by each operator, logger, and
other support personnel, is greatly appreciated. The
amount of work applied to any task is best rewarded by an
understanding of the efforts of the team, and the feeling of
being a part. Most of
the pre & post work
was done by the field
day committee
consisting of K8WJH
Ed, WAS8GCF Dave,
KC8QPR Jim, and
KC8RJR Errol. We
enjoyed being able to
contribute to the club’s
training, practice, and fruition. The foIIowmg is a list of
contributors whom we wish to thank for their support and

donations, which helped to defray the club’s expense in our
effort.

Papa John’s Pizza of Ravenna: 3 pizzas for Friday evening
Walmart of Kent/Ravenna: $75 to purchase dry goods

Giant Eagle of Ravenna: $50 toward the purchase of food
Center of Hope Ravenna: Bread, pastries, juice,2 coolers
Domino’s Pizza of Ravenna:3 pizzas for Sunday afternoon
County Line Bar on Route 44: 25 steaks and baked potatoes for
Saturday

We were late in requesting donations from Marc’'s of
Ravenna and Top’s of Kent. As a result their donations
did not arrive in time for field day, but will be used for the
cook-out Saturday, for the HamFair on July 28th. We also
want to thank the City of Ravenna Department of Parks
and Recreation for the exclusive use of the City Park’s
Cunningham Shelter from 4:00 PM Friday, June 21st
through 5:00 PM, Sunday June 23rd.

Field Day Attendees

WBS8FEW - Bobby and Cheryl - Field Day Chairman

KC8RJR- Errol - Food and Generator

KC8QPD - Jim - Donations, written documents, copy papers
K8WJH - Ed - Generators, papers, pictures

WAB8GCF - Dave - Antennas, antenna tuners, Phone Operator
KB8CLH - Vivian - Logger

WDS8DAU - Dan - CW operator

KJ30 - Joanne - Callsign for field day

WD8MPV - Larry - Experienced operations support

WB8KNO - Joe - Phone operator/logger

WABIAA -Tom - Phone operator

N8IIQ - Dave and son Kevin - Phone Operator, Support

K8IRY - Ben and daughter Christy - Support

N8KBC - Dave - Support

KC8KMG - Millie - Food quality analyst

N8XIB - Steve - Food quality analyst

KB8TUY Mike, Mary Jo & Chris - Logger, ant., setup & tear down
KB8UUZ - Tom - Phone operator, logger, tear down

KB8VJL - Al - Logger, tear down

N8WHT - John - Phone operator and logger

N8WKB - Candy - Phone operator and logger

KC8PDK - Mark - Support "
WBSLCD - Bob - Visitor
WB8OVQ - Bob - Visitor
WD8BIW - Karen - Visitor
N8PXW - Jim - Visitor
KC8SYD - Ted - Antennas and
tear down

KC8TJP - Kelly - Food
preparation, setup and tear
down

KE8UV - Bob - Phone operator
KC8NOW - Ed - Moral support
Dave and Carol Marsh - Video
and support

Bobby - WBSFEW
g i
The FCC at Dayton
The FCC forum at the Dayton Hamvention was almost a

standing-room only crowd in the largest room available for
forums. Bill Cross gave a detailed and concise
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presentation of the FCC and how it relates to Amateur
Radio. He explained the actions the Commission has taken
in the last year and how it relates to our hobby. He did
mention that Riley Hollingsworth was supposed to be there
but was detained out in the flea market along with several
field agents looking for illegal equipment. When he arrived,
Mr. Hollingsworth had a lot to say. Rather than paraphrase
it, this is what he said: "Thank you for inviting us. Thank
you for coming, although | know you are in here just so you
won't spend money in the flea market. "No tax dollars are
being used today at this meeting. "Now moving into the
fourth year of Amateur enforcement, | have strong personal
feelings about the Amateur Radio Service and about all of
you. | personally feel that it has the brightest potential in
25 years. Why? There are several reasons. The
overwhelming majority of Amateur operators care about
Amateur Radio. They want it to thrive and want to share
the joy and enthusiasm they have for it. They want to be
proud of it and proud to demonstrate it to a niece, neighbor
or news reporter. That's why we have had a 99.9% support
level for the enforcement program. "Amateur Radio is at
the leading edge of technological experimentation,
especially in the digital arena. The satellites, the space
program participation in Amateur Radio, the array of new
equipment, the convergence of Amateur Radio and
computers, shown best by PSK 31, all point toward great
things for Amateur Radio. "It is the duty of individual
amateurs to educate the public and the media about the
wonderful benefits of Amateur Radio. You need to do a
better job of that. You, as well as any other
communications endeavor, need to maintain a vigorous
national voice in Washington. "But | can honestly say, from
a three and a half year perspective, that the overall level of
rule compliance in the Amateur Radio Service is, simply
put, outstanding. The vast majority of operators want to
pass on the great legacy that it has become. Your
enthusiasm has been contagious. "I am proud of the
Amateur Service. | saw the energy and compassion and
talent of Amateurs at the Pentagon after 11 September.
I've seen and heard it at the National Hurricane Center in
Miami and in countless meetings with individual Amateurs
and at Amateur events all over the United States. "Amateur
Radio operators in America have a lot to be proud of. You
have vision, and you participate in your service with
enthusiasm, celebrate it, enjoy it, and share it. You have
made it an incredible national resource and the only truly
fail-safe communications service on the planet earth. "It
works because of people like you - you that make this
annual migration to Dayton from all over the world. Any
great moment in life is the sum of all its parts. | hope and
plan to work with you for many more years. | am proud of
all of you. My personal goal and my professional goal for
Amateur Radio are one and the same: May it last a
thousand years! "NOW, having said that, | want to say two
other things. One - Thank You for being so enthusiastic
about enforcement and for helping us so much. Two - to
those of you who haven't quite gotten the word, you need
to be more aware of how we sound throughout the world,
and you need to realize that you are indeed heard
throughout the world. | see far too many examples of

operators who don't realize how they sound to others on
the bands all over the world. You must keep in mind that
the Amateur Radio Service is just that - a SERVICE! "It is
entitted "The Amateur Radio Service." 97.3 defines
Amateur Service; 97.1 says we provide a service. When it
wrote the rules, the governments of the world were trying
to get across that Amateur Radio is a SERVICE! "Your
problem and our problem is this - there are too many
people in the "Service” who want to screw around. They're
not stupid people, but they are people who act and sound
stupid or revolting to you and to the rest of the world - often
unintentionally. Bill Cross told me, and he's right, we can't
regulate stupid.” And he's right again when he says the two
most common elements of the universe are hydrogen and
stupidity. "Even though we can't regulate stupid, we did a
lot of research on it. Since every thing is ™question and
answer™ these days, I'll present it this way: Are there
recognizable warning signs that stupidity is about to
occur?? Our detailed research of the Ham Bands indicates
this answer: ABSOLUTELY. When we start to think that
the world revolves around us: that we know more than
everyone else and others are just big idiots; that we can do
what we want and get away with it; and that we can do so
because we are so smart that we can cover our tracks.
JUST because you're now heard halfway around the world
DOES NOT mean that you are any smarter than when you
could be heard only down at the other end of the bar.
Edward R. Murrow said that decades ago. "If you want
Amateur Radio to survive, and we all do or we wouldn't
make this annual trek to Dayton, the MOTHER of all
Hamfests, think about how you sound to the rest of the
world. Even though you are having fun, think about how
you sound. "Arguing and infighting on the bands among
yourselves will destroy Amateur Radio a lot faster than any
specific rule violation or unidentified jammer on any band.
"l got a letter last week from a repeater owner asking this.
How is the best way to run a repeater and not be in
violation of Commission rules - what can | do as a control
operator and licensee? The rules don't tell me how to act. |
told him that it was a little hard to answer but | could try to
do so in a nutshell. | asked him to remember these points:

1. Amateur Radio spectrum is valuable. 2. We have vast
privileges regarding mode, power and activities whether
contests or nets or DX or just talking. 3. Most of the world
either hates us, or thinks we're rotten and don't appreciate
anything we have, and those countries have ONE VOTE at
International radio meetings just like us. 4. There wouldn't
be an Amateur Radio Service is it weren't supported by the
governments of the world as a whole. 5. We should
operate as if someone listening to us would want to find out
how to become an Amateur Radio operator, not be turned
off by it, laugh at us or turn the receiver off in disgust. 6.
We DON'T really have to keep any of this in mind...we do
only if we want Amateur Radio to survive and if we want to
pass on this wonderful legacy in at least as good a shape
as we got it. 7. For screwing around, there's many
alternatives such as CB, Internet; Walkie Talkies from Toys
R Us, and Gameboys. That's it in a nutshell. "And keep in
mind, as we stated in a letter that you'll see in next week's
enforcement reports: condoning or encouraging violations
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of the rules can be as damaging to the service as directly
participating in the violations. The Commission depends
upon the Amateur service to be largely self regulating, and
to the extent you tolerate violations, you contribute to the
degradation of the service. "Amateur Radio must continue
to have world wide support to survive the future. In many
countries all they know about America is what they hear.
It's sad to see the extent that we aren't liked. "l personally
feel if they understood us better and knew us better they'd
respect and love America. You can do that through
Amateur Radio. Years ago | had the opportunity to go with
a Commission delegation to Romania. We all went with a
State Dept delegation to talk to government officials in
Romania about cellular, TV, business radio, and opening
up markets to radio services. "Now at the time | went, the
Czousceu regime had just been overthrown, and for the
first time in 25 years westerners could come into Romania
with special permission. "There was virtually no crime there
- they don't put up wit it like we do. | decided to take two
nights and walk all over Bucharest as much as | could to
get a flavor for the place. Many buildings still had parts
blown off - they had overthrown the Chochescus and hung
or shot the family, or both, and they richly deserved it. But
it was a beautiful - although slightly run down city. "l saw
two things | will never forget. 1. A line of about 50 people,
waiting for a pay phone. They said that was normal. 2.
And, the worst, a large group of people crowded in front of
as shopping center window (shopping center looked like a
National Guard armory). They were watching a TV screen.
| went up to see what it was. It was heartbreaking, because
it was "Dallas." "That was the view of America that they
were getting - this new country we all wanted to impress so
much. They were seeing America as it engaged in greed,
extortion, embezzlement, to mention a few TV themes.
That's the real world beyond America and please
understand they could vote us down someday. Think about
that whether you're on 2 Meters or 160 Meters. "You have
to care, and you have to think about what you are doing. In
an argument on the bands, you may be perfectly right and
you may set out to prove it, and you may win; but is it really
worth harming the Amateur Radio Service as a whole?
Having the last word - is it worth taking Amateur Radio one
step closer to extinction? "You have to take care of that
part - we can't do that for you. "I'm proud of all of you, I'm
proud to be working for you and | sincerely thank you for
supporting enforcement. We are nowhere near where I'd
like us to be and we still have a lot of work to do. "We
aren't stopping. The pace will continue. There were 360
actions last year. This year will be possibly a little less but
bigger cases. We're honing in and focusing on unidentified
and other problems now. And | don't care if their problem is
"Jim Beam" or "Captain Morgan™ or a short temper or just
general anger at the world or too many candy bars when
they were kids, they have no place on the amateur bands.
"But if you will help take care of the part | mentioned, if
you'll do your part on that, it will free us to focus on serious
threats to the future, such as unlicensed operation on 10
and 17 Meters, part 15 junk, and so forth. "You deserve a
good enforcement program. You put hours and hours into
the amateur service and you deserve respect and attention

from our agency. "Now finally, | cannot overemphasize the
importance of having a national voice in Washington. Look
at the developments just in the last few weeks.

1. Cinergy/WLW case, here in Ohio. (ARRL and RFI
cases)

2. A new bill in Congress to protect Amateur radio from
covenants and restrictions. No one knows how successful
it will be, but notice that one of the sponsors is Pete
Sessions. Where's he from? Texas. Where does the
League President live? Texas. Go figure!

3. NPRM to allocate new bands to Amateur Radio! The
WARC bands are great, and now the prospect of two more!
"You're on the verge of great things - take Amateur Radio
into the future and be proud of it. You are the only fail-safe
communications service in the world. You're all crazy, and
you don't give up, and you WILL get the messages thru.
That's what you're all about. "And finally, a word about the
occasional bitching and moaning you hear that
enforcement is a plot to take away your frequencies. Did
you see my own rig in QST a while back? When | first got
into enforcement in this service in 1998, | had a basic
vintage Drake station and made about six contacts a year.
One log book spans 10 years! | had a sane life! "Did you
see the station now ? Would | do that if it was a plot?
Would | bring stuff in the house at night so my wife doesn't
see it if it all was a plot? "When | die, come to Gettysburg
and buy my equipment - you'll get a hell of a deal: every
time | bring something in there, | tell my wife it costs about
$75! "Don't be surprised at that conspiracy mentality. |
rank those theories with this article in the Weekly World
News. That mentality has always been with us. The Flat
Earth Society only just recently disbanded. We have a
person in Adams County who saw Elvis at the Wal-Mart in
Gettysburg over Labor Day weekend. Now if you were
Elvis and wanted to keep a low profile, and wanted to go to
Wal-Mart (and we all do occasionally) would you do it over
Labor Day weekend in the most famous small town in
America? | don't think so. "Don't be discouraged by people
who think like that - their silliness is fun to watch. "Now, if
you do the best you can to take Amateur Radio into the
future as a proud service and the only radio service in the
world that can't be taken down by terrorists or anyone or
anything else, and we'll do our best to work with you in
ridding your bands of people who don't care about it and
who take it for granted and who want to destroy it or ruin it
for you. "And remember: we ain't quitting!

Submitted by John - W8JJW
o e

OHIO QSO PARTY UPDATE

Don't forget, the Ohio QSO Party is set for August 24th
16:00 Z to August 25th 04:00 Z. More information and a
FREE OQP logging program can be found on the Mad
River Radio Club website: http://www.gsl.net/mrrc/

From the Mad River Radio Club
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