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With the arrival of Spring, the Hamfest season is picking up again. | really do look forward to going to hamfests.
Even if | have nothing on my list, just to get out there and see what's happening and to see a few of the people
| talk with on the radio. Of course, if | see that 'goodie’, | just may pick it up for the ham shack. The TUSCO
hamfest was the first and it was a lousy day to drive with all the snow and ice. See the hamfest report from Al -
KB8VJL on our adventure. The second hamfest was at Cuyahoga Falls - again the weather did not cooperate
and the roads were pretty slick early in the morning. But, just like the post office - hams will not be slowed up
by foul weather when it comes to a hamfest! It's a few months away, but don't forget about the Portage
Amateur Radio Club Hamfair in late July. Your help is always welcome and very much appreciated. Come on
out and volunteer to help with the Hamfair 2003. This winter was a bit rough on antennas for me. With the
freezing rain we had in December, everything - trees - bushes, antennas - all had about an eighth of an inch of
ice for a week or so. | was really worried that all that weight would ruin either an antenna or maybe the tree
branch it is connected to. My 160 meter dipole was a victim of the ice, one leg of the half wave dipole broke
from the weight of all that ice (one side of the dipole is about 130 feet). But, I'll wait for better weather to do any
repairs. The wind and snow storm that hit us in February was real
interesting. Wind speeds over 50 mph caused complete white outs. My !I::E q]{é;
G5RV survived, but my 6 meter beam got whacked by a falling branch L=
and one of the elements is now tilted at about 20 degrees off horizontal - ! L"-"UC

but not bent or broken! Again, until better weather comes along - I'll wait ".-l'.ﬁ

. o i KBBUUZ | C
to attempt any roof top excursions. Spring is coming (sooner or later) and T
with the nice warm weather comes the tornado season. So, check out 1 .....

your gear, make sure the batteries are in good condition, and be ready -
just in case. A couple of our members went on some mini DXpeditions.
Roger - KB8JHS and Sharon - KB8JHR visited their son in Minnesota
(more snow and cold), and Jim - KC8PD went to Aruba (no snow and
cold). | would imagine the Aruba trip was a bit more comfortable. See
Jim's article on his radio adventure. 2003 is Ohio's Bicentennial, so look
around on the web and you will find information on Special Event
Stations joining in the state's celebration.

Until next time — Take Care & 73. Tom - KB8UUZ
P.A.R.C. OFFICERS The PARC newsletter "The PARC QSO" is
President - Larry Solak - WD8MPV published six times per year.
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SECRETARY'S CORNER

We certainly have had our share of Winter this time
around. | , along with many others, are surely wishing for
warmer temperatures. With Spring just around the
corner, we really don’t have much time to wait. The
January and February meetings of the Portage Amateur
Radio Club were held in the Community Room at the
Robinson Memorial Hospital. Due to the new Homeland
Security Laws we no longer can hold our meetings at the
Portage County Justice Center on Infirmary Road
Shalersville Ohio. We received our notice in January
stating we no longer could meet at the Justice Center
and that triggered lots of phone calls and person to
person interviews with Yours Truly.. Then, ..thanks to
Greg Ash - KAS8TOA, a member of our club, we were
able to hold the first two meetings of the year at the
hospital. Beginning with our March 26" meeting, we will
be holding all meetings on the fourth Wednesday of
each month for the rest of the year (except December,
that is our annual Christmas Dinner ), at the Maplewood
Career Center 7075 State Route 88 in Ravenna Ohio.
Our meetings will be held in the Cafeteria at the Center
and will start our usual time of 7PM. Hope to see all of
you there at the March meeting. It is time to start thinking
about Field Day and most importantly our Portage
Hamfair. If you have not volunteered for a committee
with our Club, now is the time to do just that. After all,
the Club is YOU and our success comes with everyone
doing his/her share.. call me to volunteer your help. You
are reading this newsletter only because our Newsletter
Editor, Tom Parkinson - KB8UUZ, has dedicated a lot of
time and effort to getting this edition of the newsletter
ready to send/copy. Next time you see Tom, Thank Him
for such a GREAT JOB and all the effort he puts forth..
truly a dedicated member of our Club. My personal
“thanks” to you TOM!!! We are presently planning some
programs for our monthly meetings.. if you have any
ideas or something, someone you would like to see at
one of our meetings, please call me as soon as possible
so we can make arrangements to present it at one of
our meetings. Just a reminder, your club dues are due
and payable NOW. If you haven’t paid them as yet,
please send your check to me ASAP. Your support is
greatly appreciated. Well, that’s it for now.. Good seeing
all of you who made it to the meeting Thursday evening..
hope to see you all March 26™ at Maplewood. Until then
or sometime when you least expect it...Best 73

Joanne - KJ30 - Secretary/Treasurer
|

NEW P.A.R.C. MEETING PLACE

Since we lost the use of the EMA office in Portage
County, Larry - WD8MPV & Joanne - KJ30O have been
looking for a new place to hold our monthly meetings.
For January and February we met at Robinson Memorial
Hospital. Starting in March we go back to the 4th
Wednesday and will now meet at the Maplewood Career
Center. Please pass this info on to all interested people:

The Portage Amateur Radio Club, Inc. meets the 4"
Wednesday of each month at 7:.00 PM - at the
Maplewood Career Center - 7075 State Route 88 -
Ravenna, Ohio.

|

ARRL 2003 Field Day Logo, Slogan
Emphasize Emergency Role

NEWINGTON, CT, Feb 13, 2003--The new 2003 ARRL
Field Day logo says it all: "When all else fails . . . ," the
legend in the upper left-hand corner declares. The four-
part image--which will be on this year's Field Day pin
and other gear--depicts a
tornado and downed
utility lines in opposing
corners, and an Amateur
Radio transceiver in the
lower right. Field Day
2003 takes place June
28-29--as always the
fourth full weekend in
June. Jerry Conover,
NE7I, of Flagstaff,
Arizona, suggested the
slogan for 2003. "It came to me just before Field Day last
year," said Conover, a professor of marketing at
Northern Arizona University. "l think there's a general
lack of understanding in the public about what hams can
do," he said. "l think the slogan shows our spirit and
pride as amateurs and lets the world know we'll be
there." The logo was designed by ARRL Graphic Arts
Supervisor Sue Fagan and Senior Technical lllustrator
David Pingree, N1NAS. The "When all else fails . . ."
slogan fits right in with the original notion of Field Day.
Started in 1933, the exercise was--and still is--a way to
test a station's or a club's emergency preparedness. The
logo and slogan for 2003 also help to focus attention on
the new Class F operating category. Stations operating
as Class F will go on the air during Field Day from an
official Emergency Operations Center (EOC) set up by a
governmental agency or a non-governmental

organization, such as the

American Red Cross or the
GO I A Salvation Army. ARRL
Contest Branch Manager

Dan Henderson, N1ND,

GET announced this week that
ON THE 2003 Field Day products are
now available to order via

AIR  the ARRL Web site catalog.
FI ELD DAY Products include the popular

Field Day pins and T-shirts.

Items should be ready to ship by the end of March. In
addition to the general Field Day fare, ARRL is
introducing special items in support of Get on the Air
(GOTA) participants. "New GOTA pins and T-shirts will
help identify and recognize GOTA operators,"
Henderson said, noting that the shirt has the regular
Field Day logo on the front and on the back the words
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'GET ON THE AIR." "Since GOTA is intended to be a
one-time activity for participants, the GOTA pin will
remain unchanged from year to year," he said. "It will be
a great keepsake for these operators."

From ARRL
|
KC8PD goes on a DXpedition to Aruba
“IF IT WEREN’T FOR BAD LUCK...”

As some of you know, my wife Laura and | took a
vacation to Aruba from February 8" to the 15™. Aruba,
whose motto is “One Happy Island”, is part of the Dutch
West Indies off the coast of Venezuela. It is a little over
twenty miles long from tip to tip and is about six miles
wide for most of the length of the island. Since it is so
far south in the Caribbean, it generally avoids any of the
nasty effects of the hurricanes that sweep to the north.
The weather is virtually constant year round: mid-80’s
during the day and mid-70’s at night with a constant
breeze. Aruba is only about eleven degrees north of the
equator so liberal use of sunscreen is a necessity. It is
basically a desert island whose main industry is now
tourism. At one time its most important industry was an
oil refinery on the southeast end of the island in San
Nicholas. It was shut down for a number of years,
although it is now operating again though nowhere close
to its former capacity. Aruba is a great place to visit.
Most of the locals are multi-lingual, speaking Dutch (the
official language), Spanish,
Papiamento (the local
dialect that is a mix of a half
dozen other languages, as
well as English. Tourists are
treated nicely, you can
spend dollars instead of
florins, the local currency,
and you can feel safe pretty
much wherever you go.
Also, the water is safe to drink because they have a
desalinization plant that produces excellent tap water.
My goal for this trip was to obtain an Aruban amateur
radio license and operate portable from our hotel.
Checking with the ARRL’s website about two months
before our departure date, | found that the U.S. and
Aruba do not have a reciprocal licensing agreement.
The ARRL provided a link to the Aruba Amateur Radio
Club where | could download a license application form
which | then faxed to the Directie Telecommunicatie
Zaken.  After about six weeks | received a fax
authorizing me to bring my gear to Aruba and notifying
me of the bank in Aruba where | was to pay the $25.00
application fee. | was not sure what kind of problems |
might run into with airport security as well as U.S. and
Aruba Customs, so | went prepared. My rig (an ICOM
706 MKIIG that | bought used last Fall), Samlex SEC
1223 power supply, and MFJ 941E tuner, all went in my
carryon. A dummy load, tool box with all the
miscellaneous odds and ends, and an MFJ 1622
antenna, were in my checked bag. Also in my carryon

were copies of my license and the Aruba DTZ
authorization to import my gear. Despite all my
expectations that someone would ask to inspect the
carryon, we zipped through all the x-ray and other
checkpoints with nary a question. Obviously they know
what they are looking for and these items did not cause
any concern. Although the

woman who went through my
* checked bag when we were

leaving Aruba pulled out the

dummy load and gave it a

quizzical look, even she didn’t

ask any questions. We arrived

in Aruba on a Saturday
afternoon and | could not pick up my license until
Monday. Sunday evening | unpacked the gear and
assembled it without powering it up. Aside from not
having my license, the authorization letter had also
advised that my station must be inspected before
operations were commenced. Monday morning | caught
the bus into town. It's a two dollar roundtrip to pretty
much wherever on the island. Quite a bargain. | went to
the RBBT bank branch in town and waited a while in line
before paying the license fee. A security officer at the
nearby parliament building gave me directions to the
telecommunications office, about a fifteen minute walk
from downtown Oranjestad, the Aruban capitol. | hiked
out to the office and presented my paperwork and proof
of payment. After a short wait, the clerk provided me
with a letter assigning me the call of P4/KC8PD and
authorizing me to operate for the next year. | asked her
how | was to make arrangements for the inspection of
my station and with a smile she said “We trust you.”
With that | walked back into town, caught the bus, and
headed back to the hotel. We were staying at The Mill, a
smallish two story, laid back facility that is off the beach
in the area of the high rise hotels on Palm Beach which
is on the northwest side of the island. Our room was on
the second floor with a balcony. Laura was gracious
enough to turn down a room upgrade to a suite so that
we could keep the
room with the
balcony. | needed
the balcony railing
for the antenna
mount. The room
faced into the hotel
courtyard/pool area
in a generally -
northeast direction. The MFJ 1622 is the “apartment’
version of their Bugcatcher antenna. An extendable
whip is attached to a base coil with a counterpoise.
Before leaving | had set up the rig on the kitchen table
with the antenna mounted on a windowsill. | then
measured and marked the suggested lengths on the
counterpoise for the different bands and experimented
with setting the tap on the appropriate turn of the coil,
matching the rig to the antenna through the tuner.
Generally, | was able to get the SWR below 1.5. At the
hotel | went through pretty much the same process for
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each of the bands, although it went more quickly
because | had the routine down and the previous
settings as starting points. Once again, with a little
fiddling, the SWR was below 1.5 on ten, fifteen,
seventeen, and twenty meters. With that, | first tried
calling CQ on 15 meters and did not have much luck. |
moved on down to 17 meters and finally made my first
contact at 1653 UTC with N2CCR, Charlie in
P SFCBES i oo | Jacksonville, Florida.
f W T L o % us We chatted briefly
i o~ and with that | had my

o R first entry in the log

"

k& Ardbs, and | knew that
P e ; .2 everything was
%& 2N e biah i working. | headed

back out to the pool for a couple hours really looking
forward to the operating schedule for the rest of the
week. A little later that afternoon | took another crack at
17 meters and had a QSO with CT3FT, Cedric on
Madeira Island off the coast of Morocco at 1850 UTC.
After coffee on Tuesday morning, | was ready to go. It
was about 1215 UTC, or 0715 EST. The radio warmed
up on ten meters where there did not seem to be much
activity. | switched to 15 meters where | heard some
activity. | was listening to a QSO between two stateside
hams and when | went to adjust the volume nothing
happened. | then rotated the RF gain, which also made
no change. As | switched to a different memory channel,
the rig died. No audio and the horizontal meter display
went to full scale. And that was the end of my mini-
DXpedition. A footnote: about a month after | purchased
the radio last year | had exactly the same problem. |
sent the radio to The RF Shop in Hamilton, Ohio, which
had been recommended for ICOM repairs. Despite
being told that there would be a three week turnaround
on the repair, it took three months to get my radio back
the week before we left. No detailed explanation for the
repair was given, other than a problem with one of the
ribbon cables in the audio circuit and the replacement of
an IC. Don’t ask which one, | still do not know. |
reinstalled the rig in my car for a trip to Columbus and
everything worked fine and | had some excellent mobile
QSO’s. Everything seemed to be okay. Needless to say,
immediately upon my return | contacted the owner of the
shop and complained. He apologized profusely and told
me that he would stand by his warranty. The radio was
sent to him the same day, Monday the sixteenth. No
word from him as of this writing. Anyway, the rest of the
trip went fine and we had a great time. Prices are
dropping and we expect to go back to Aruba and | still
have my P4 till next February. We'll just have to try
again.
Jim - KC8PD

& ————T

HAMFEST REPORT - TUSCO

Hello PARC members and friends! Off to this years first
hamfest with Tom - KB8UUZ on an early snowy Ohio
morning . | know some folks like the snow but being one
of those folks who has to work out doors every day...|

seem to be disliking that white stuff on the ground more
and more. We left Toms house at 6am and headed for
the nearest interstate road (76). | seem to have lost my
sense of direction as we got closer to Akron due to the
fact that on all of my past trips through that area... | was
traveling at a higher rate of speed and could judge my
bearings based on my traveling speed. This Morning we
were doing a top speed of about 35mph... just trying to
stay on the road due to the snow and ice! We went by a
Truck tractor that had smashed into the concrete wall on
the right side of the interstate... good thing it was all the
way over... and a little over the wall or other wise we
may have not been able to stop on that road! We
headed south on interstate 77....now here was a road we
could make good time on! Interstate 77 was snow
covered.... and almost one lane that we could drive on.
No snow plows... no salt and about three inches of snow
covering the left lane completely allowed us to race
ahead in the far right lane at about 40mph! What a
morning! We watched a couple of high speed spin outs
on the other side of the road in the north bound lanes as
we drove on. Even though we had to drive real slow to
get to the hamfest we arrived there before 8am. We
were able to get in early with no waiting outside. Tom
went one way and | went the other way. Some vendors
were a little late getting there due to the snow.. so they
were still setting up as we walked around checking
everything out. My find of the day was a Digital VOM that
| paid $15.00 for. It has a large LCD and came with test
leads and a battery! Tom was bartering for a radio but he
and the vendor couldn't agree on the price. We both had
a great time down there in New Philadelphia at the
hamfest. And Tom crossed paths with the world famous
"Paul - AJ8I from Dover" again! Heading North now Tom
offered to stop at a Comp USA store for me... since he
was driving... why not!!! Now we were really flying at
about 45 mph... hey why not stop at the computer show
in downtown Akron??? So we stopped at the Computer
show to look around. The computer prices are sure
dropping..... It may not be too far off before all these
computers end up as "throw aways" like most of our
home electronics are. After the computer show we
headed for the Comp USA store over in Fairlawn.....
Gee, Route 18 going west from Akron only had about 3
to 4 inches of snow on it! | guess the snow plows are
being held back in case of a real snow fall? After a quick
stop at the store my driver for the day asked how far
North Olmstead Amateur Radio is from us..... | pulled out
my maps | brought with me that morning... and gave
Tom the distance. Tom still wasn't discouraged by the
bad roads and slow going that morning... so off to
Brunswick now! The roads were not any better there
either but at least the snow plow trucks were out now!
After checking items for sale and talking with Rick the
owner for a while... we finally headed for home. Having
enough of the snow covered interstate driving we drove
to the nearest on ramp for the Turnpike! What a change!
Home at last... what a day.

Al - KB8VJL
L
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PARC NET CONTROL SCHEDULE
Sunday 145.390 Net Tuesday 145.680 Simplex Net

Mar 2 N8IIQ Mar 4 WBSFEW
Mar 9 KESUV Mar 11 WABGCF
Mar 16  KB8UUZ Mar 18 N8lIQ

Mar23  WBSFEW Mar 25 WDSMPV
Mar 30 KB8JHS Apr 1 WBSFEW
Apr 6 N8IIQ Apr 8 WABGCF
Apr 13 KE8UV Apr 15 N8IIQ

Apr 20 WBSFEW Apr 22 WD8MPV
Apr 27 KB8UUZ Apr 29 WBSFEW
May 4 KB8JHS May 6 WABGCF

Wednesday 28.375 Net
Mar5 WB8KNO Mar 12 KB8JHS
Mar 19 KB8JHS Apr2 KB8JHS
Apr.9  W8KNO Apr 16 KB8JHS
Apr30 WB8KNO May 7 KB8JHS

Dave - N8IIQ - VP - EC - Net Controller
< — | 7,

FIELD DAY 2003

At the next (March) PARC meeting, bring your
suggestions and comments about Field Day 2003 for the
Portage Amateur Radio Club. Volunteers are needed
and plans need to be made so the club can participate.
So, if your interested - be at the next meeting, or if you
can't make the meeting, contact Larry - WD8MPV

L
SWAP-N-SHOP

6 Element 2 Meter Beam - no balun or connector - Contact
Bob - KESBUV at: wixy@juno.com or call 330-296-4803 (the
answer machine just beeps - so don't wait for a message, so
just start talking)

ICOM IC-751a with matching Speaker VERY GOOD condition
- $450. Contact John at: W8JJW@ATT.NET

THE HAM DISK - $8 ea. The CD-ROM contains over 512MB
of ham related programs. It also has the PARC newsletters for
the past 5 years. Some of the items: FCC Part 97, Acrobat
Reader 5, DX-View, Logging programs, Graphics, Morse Code
stuff, Maps, Sound Files, PSK & SSTV, Movie clips, E-mail
utilities, Skywarn stuff, an more. Contact Tom - KB8UUZ at:
330-527-7609

4 Sections of Tower - 10 Foot sections, 2 sections nest inside
the others. All for $60.00. - Contact Bob - KESUV at:
wixy@juno.com or call 330-296-4803 (the answer machine
just beeps - so don't wait for a message, so just start talking)

WANTED - Dual Band Mobile - I'm looking for a good 2meter
70cm mobile rig for my car if some one is selling a used unit.
Contact Mike - KD6IIY - e-mail: biss421@aol.com

HyGain DB1015 - 3 Element 10/15Meter beam - $40 Contact
John at: W8JUIW@ATT.NET

Kenwood AT-250 AUTO Tuner - Works with Kenwood TS
430 and will automatically switch bands. Works with all other
Makes & Models of HF rigs - you switch bands. Covers 160

though 10 meters. Can have 4 antennas connected. 100W
continuous, 200W peak. 20 to 150 ohm load or approx 2.5:1
SWR - this will match it. Runs off of 120/220/240 VAC
selectable or 12-16 VDC. Comes with Remote Cable A & B,
AC Power cable, original instructions with schematic. REAL
CLEAN. Sell for $225 plus shipping & insurance. Will double
box. Contact Tom - KB8UUZ at 330-527-7609.

Hallicrafter HT 42 - AM/SSB - 100 Watt transmitter $150.00 -
Contact Bob - KESUV at: wixy@juno.com or call 330-296-
4803 (the answer machine just beeps - so don't wait for a
message, so just start talking)

e 7
PAPER CHASE

Here we go again, it is time for QSO Parties! March and
April will be no exception. March has the Wisconsin
QSO Party (72 counties), the Virginia QSO Party (95
counties) and the Oklahoma QSO Party (77 counties).
April will bring the Missouri QSO Party (115 counties),
the Michigan QSO Party (83 counties), the Florida QSO
Party (67 counties) and the Nebraska QSO Party (93
counties). During the Virginia QSO Party, W4CA will be
active and will count towards the Star award that | have
previously mentioned. The total number of counties that
can be worked during these QSO Parties is 602. If you
only work a fraction of the counties, it is very good start
toward obtaining the CA Award sponsored by CQ
Magazine. The full information on how to obtain this

award can be found at www.cg-amateur-radio.com. The
manager for the CA Award is Ted Melinosky, K1BV. He
also publishes a loose leaf manual called "The K1BV
Directory of DX Awards." The 2003 edition contains
3,265 awards from 123 DXCC countries. This year there
were 150 awards removed where the sponsors were
"out of business" or never replied to inquiries, but there
were 385 added. Heavy revisions were made to the
awards in Belgium, France, Germany, Netherlands and
Russia. The manual costs $24.00 and internet version
costs $6.00 for one year. More information can be found
at www.dxawards.com. A Worked All Wisconsin
Counties Award is available from the West Allis Radio
Club.  Check out www.execpc.com/~wa9pov/wawc.
During the Virginia QSO Party, you might be able to earn
the Virginia Beach Certificate for working 5 different
VBARC members or one member and club station
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WA4TGF. The certificate costs $.50 and is available
from KI4LO, 297 Citation Drive, Virginia Beach, VA
23462. The Florida QSO Party will give the opportunity
to earn a Worked All Keys Award. You need only
contact five different keys on HF and send a copy of
QSL cards to: Florida Keys ARC, PO Box 545. Big Pine
Key, Florida 33043. For information, Big Pine Key is the
home of the Key Deer. A special thanks goes out to
Roger, KB8JHS, and Jim, KC8PD, for their DXpeditions

form Montecello, b

Minnesota and Aruba. 4} KoMLF @
Look for their reports : S &
elsewhere in this issue. LR W L
While handing out

accolades, a special
thanks goes to Don
Wilson, KOMLF, of La Verk|n Utah for checklng into the

Wednesday 10 Meter Net.
See you in the pile-ups.

Joe - WBKNO
o ——————————————

IN THE TIME OF NEED VOLUNTEER

It is March 1%, already, where has the first two months of
the year gong to? Time has passed by fast. The snow is
about the only thing that | can think of that is going away
too slowly. The Mansfield and Cuyahoga falls Hamfests
have came and gone and Lake County ARA will be here
in a three weeks. The PARC HAMFAIR is less than five
months away Actually 148 days until setup day from
March 1% There are four club meetings for the club to do
it's planning. The July meeting is too close to HAMFAIR
day to do anything but try to tie the loose ends that
popup the last minute. The 2002 HAMFAIR came off
without many problems and all were minor in nature. The
weather was good and the heat of the day was bearable.
Setup day went very well, the tables were unloaded at
various doors, which save us a lot of work not having to
move them very far. We had many volunteers to work
setup and HAMFAIR day. The volunteers are the heart
of all the clubs functions. It is that time of the year for all
the club members to help make this another fine year for
PARC. Come to all the meeting that you can. Give your
input at the meeting, you may have an idea that could
help make things go better. If there is a problem,
someone has a fix for it. The more people we have, the
more we can distribute the workload and the faster we
can finish the job. The club needs people for all its
functions. We need people to work field day, the different
parades and of course our largest event of the year, the
2003 PARC HAMFAIR. We will also need people who
will help with are ATV tests. Lets hope we will never
have an emergency that we will have to use the ATV,
but if we do, lets make sure it works the way it should. If
the club has an auction at the HAMFAIR and at this time
| don’t know if we are going to, think about the
equipment you have that you haven’t used in a wile and
want to sell, but haven’t gotten around to doing it. Gain
some money and some needed space in the shack. Who

knows you may find something you have been looking a
long time for. Remember to volunteer your time when
and where you can. Make the PARC a better club and
enjoy another part of Amateur Radio. Remember 149
days and counting.

Ed - KBWJH

Einstein & Ham Radio

Albert Einstein, when asked to describe radio, replied:
"You see, wire telegraph is a kind of a very, very long
cat. You pull his tail in New York and his head is

meowing in Los Angeles. Do you

understand this? And radio operates y
exactly the same way: you send z X
signals here, they receive them

there. The only difference is that ‘;f

there is no cat."

SEASONED WITH LOVE

VENISON SWISS STEAK IN SOUR CREAM

2 LBS. sirloin or round steak, 1 inch thick
Y4 cup bacon fat or other fat

1 clove garlic, crushed

Y4 cup onions, minced

2 cups water

1 bay leaf

1 cup tart fruit juice, cranberry or apple
8 peppercorns

1 tsp. salt

1 tbsp. flour

% cup sour cream

Cut venison into 2 inch pieces. Melt fat in heavy skillet.
Add meat and garlic, and sauté until brown on all sides.
Arrange meat in 2 quart casserole. Put onions in skillet
and cook 2 minutes in remaining fat. Add water, juices,
bay leaf, peppercorns and salt. Pour this mixture over
venison in casserole. Bake in slow oven 325 degrees for
30 - 60 minutes ( or until meat is tender. Melt butter in
fry, stir in flour. Stir constantly until smooth. Add cream
and cook at low temperatures for five minutes. Pour
over meat in casserole. Serve immediately with buttered
noodles or plain.

SWEET AND SOUR CHICKEN

1 medium onion

2 chicken breasts ad 6 thighs
Y2 maple syrup

> catsup

Ya vinegar

1 Thbsp. cornstarch

2 Thbsp. mustard

Arrange onion slices in bottom of 12 X 8 inches
microwave-safe baking dish. Arrange cut up chicken
pieces over onion. Cover with plastic wrap and
microwave on high for 10 minutes. Combine remaining
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ingredients in 2 cup glass measure. Microwave on high,
uncovered, 2-3 minutes, or until mixture boils and
thickness, stirring once or twice. Pour sauce over
chicken. Cover with plastics wreak. microwave on high
for 15 to 20 minutes, or until tender, basting with sauce
once or twice. Transfer to serving platter and serve with
the sauce. Note Arrange chicken in baking dish with
larger pieces toward edge of dish and smaller pieces
toward the center.

Vivian - KBSCLH
L

Red Cross Takes An Interest Amateur

Radio

Shortly after the holiday’s Larry - WD8MPV and myself
met with Scott McKinney and Rita Dusek at the
Portage County Chapter of The American Red Cross in
Ravenna. Scott is the Director of Programs and Services
and Rita is their Disaster Chairman. The purpose of our
visit was to talk about the public service aspects of
amateur radio and how it can be used to help provide
communications in an emergency. During our meeting,
as we were being asked some very in depth questions
about the effectiveness of amateur radio as compared to

American
Red Cross

Together, we can save a life

other forms of communication, | began to realize that,
although the general public may know something about
ham radio and our ability to talk over great distances,
they may not be aware of our operating disciplines. If
you have ever listened to a police scanner you know that
often two or more communities share the same channel
due to the limited number of frequencies allocated to this
service. Normally the frequency is easily shared, but
strike up some rowdy activity on a Saturday night and
that same channel can become over crowed when
several communities try to use the frequency at the
same time making it hard to understand what is going on
and where. Now lets imagine we have a countywide
disaster such as an earthquake and the phone lines
become over crowed due to panic calling. In the event of
a wide spread emergency, many counties have
established mutual aid frequencies where police, fire and
other services from around the county are able to meet
and communicate with one another on the same
frequency. Remember, | said it is often difficult to
understand what is happening when two or more
communities try to use a single frequency at the same
time, can you imagine what it would be like if many more
communities joined in. Ah... but then if the mutual aid
frequencies become overloaded we have cell phones.
They are perfect for carrying on a conversation between
two or possibly three people if you're able to figure how
to use the conference-calling feature. Again we must
remember that since most people today have cell
phones panic calling could even disrupt this service. You

can easily tell by the busy signal you get. And if you
need to notify a number of communities at the same time
of pending danger, you just keep dialing, until everyone
has been reached. And if you need to exchange
information between the parties simply use your speed
dial and try again. Well then what is different about
amateur radio? Most importantly, the ways in which
properly trained ham radio operators are able manage
the flow of information such as through the use of
structured nets. Contacting one another on cell phones
or by radios with a limited number of channels is all that
is needed when things are fine. But when surrounded
by a panic-stricken public during a disaster, experienced
hams know how to reliably and properly organize and
disseminate information by level of importance. And
much like a police officer directing traffic at a busy
intersection during a power failure, are able to forward
messages to the appropriate individual or group in need
of the communication. It is this difference, coupled with
hams having accessibility to a broad range of radio
spectrum, and equipment able to make reliable contact
with other hams within a community, across a state or
around the world. And with a technical understanding of
how to setup radio gear anywhere and in a matter of
moments, are the reasons that separate ham radio from
other modes of communication. Ham radio operators are

+ ¥ TOGETHERWE

Together, we can save a life

not permitted to take charge of a situation and offer their
services only upon request. Their mission is to serve the
public by providing reliable communications between
served agencies responsible for the health and welfare
of others. The Red Cross is planning a field exercise
sometime later in the spring, and at their request, would
like ham radio to take part in the drill. Incidentally, Scott
has a good understanding of amateur radio and why not
his call N8TPK. It was a pleasure meeting with Scott and
Rita at the Red Cross.

Dave - N8IIQ, EC Portage County

|

FEMA INFORMATION

FEMA recently changed the URL to their list of
Emergency Management Institute, Independent Study
Courses: http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/crslist.asp
There are a number of courses available at this site. All
are free of charge and you can complete them in your
own time, up to 1 year, and Materials can either be
downloaded on line or mailed to you. Final Exams can
in most cases also be completed on line. If you pass the
exam, a completion certificate will be mailed to you. If
you are new to ARES or RACES and want a good
overview, | suggest 1IS-2 Emergency Preparedness, USA
as a starting point. Some other good follow up courses
would be IS5 Hazardous Materials-A Citizens
Orientation, 1S288 The Role of Voluntary Agencies in
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Emergency Management, 1S292 Disaster Basics, 1S120
An Orientation to Community Disaster Exercises, IS 195
Basic Incident Command Systems, IS 288 The Role of
Voluntary Agencies in Emergency Management. While
not "amateur radio" training, they WILL get you ready to
function in a multi-agency disaster

= M A response by instiling the
basic fundamentals of
preparedness planning and
response used nation-wide.
No ARES member should be
without the solid foundation in
real world principles these
courses provide. For those
already in Leadership
Positions you may want to
consider these courses 1S-240 Leadership & Influence,
IS-241 Decision Making and Problem Solving, 1S-242
Effective Communications.

Bob - N8KBX

DUES ARE DUE!!

Well, with the new year well under way - the PARC dues
for 2003 are over due now. So,
while your thinking of it, fill out the
membership form in the back of
the newsletter and send it in to
Joanne - KJ30O our Secretary /
Treasurer. Help support the club
with your membership - it will be
appreciated by all.

COUNTY |

i ———————————————————— (T
UPCOMING HAMFESTS

23 Mar - Lake County ARA - Madison High School -
http://hamnet.org/lcara - Contact: Roxanne - 7480 Fern
Dr. - Mentor-on-the-Lake, OH 44060-3233 - Phone: 440-
209-8953 (Leave Message) - Email: roxanne@)]cara.org

16-18 May - Dayton Hamvention - Dayton ARA -
http://www.hamvention.org/

27 July - PARC Hamfair - Portage Amateur Radio Club -
Contact Joanne - KJ30O - phone 330-274-8240 -
Address: 9971 Diagonal Rd. - Mantua, OH 44255 e-mail
at ljs@config.com

6-7 Sep - Great Lakes Division Convention - Findlay
Radio Club - http://www.findlayradioclub.org - Contact:
Bill Kelsey, N8ET - PO Box 587 - Findlay, OH 45839 -
Phone: 419-423-4604 - Email: kanga@bright.net

28 Sep - Hamfest Association of Cleveland (Berea) -
http://www.hac.org - Phone: 1-800-CLE-FEST - Email:
info@hac.org

From the ARRL Web Site

e 5

C.F.A.R.C. HAMFEST REPORT

What a adventure hamfest day Feb. 23, 2003 was! The
day before it rained all day and into the night. | had
planned to relax a bit and not rush the drive to the
Cuyahoga Falls Amateur Radio Club hamfest since |
was planning on showing up at 10 am. Well, over night
we had another snow storm... with about 3 more inches
of new snow. My road appeared to have been plowed...
but boy was it slippery! Down the road near Rt. 82 the
snow plow/salt truck was stopped along with a car very
close behind it.. as | was flagged around both of them by
a irate snow plow truck driver | looked over at the car...
gee whiz... the car had gotten real close to the back of
the snow plow truck.. so close that the front of car was
smashed in a little. | didn't expect that my road was
going to plowed again soon, nor would there be salt
spread on the road until the salt spreading equipment on
the back of the Township truck was repaired or replaced.
Now heading east on Rt.82 | was wondering what
happened to the State's snow plows.. because there
was more snow on the State Highway then what was in
my drive!ll | was headed to Mantua to meet my two
brothers for breakfast and pick up one, Phil - KC8RZA,
to drive to the hamfest. Route 44 was unplowed...
Mantua was unplowed and now we were debating if we
should even go to the hamfest! After breakfast we
decided we would attend... so off we go to get on the
Ohio Turnpike.. because you can always get there on
the Turnpike! After | got on... | was soon wondering how
| could get back off again. | thought it was three lanes...
but the only part | thought | could drive on with the hope
of not wrecking or sliding off the road appeared to have
as much snow on it as what was in my drive way!!! We
had made it to the hamfest safe and sound and were
surprised that so many people had braved the snow to
attend!!! Once inside we parted ways. Almost one whole
isle of vendors were from the PARC! With many others
walking about. This hamfest is always great... a little of
everything. "RZA" liked the new LED flashlights... so he
bought a small one for himself. A rotten drive to get
there... but a really good hamfest it turned out to be!

Al - KB8VJL
—————

A.T.V. Help Needed

With the start of the new year, we have to start getting
the clubs gear in proper working order, and do some
testing. The ATV 2= 2]

project is in need of ° [} l II °
help. If you'd like to : N
help with the testing HE
and tuning and .K B8ZH P.
tweaking of the clubs £ - -
Amateur Television A" i
station - speak up at ) T:f:.ﬁi‘.':;.

the next meeting!! . 111 I .

EE————————
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The Portage Amateur Radio Club, Inc. meets the 4™ Wednesday of each month at 7:00 PM
at the Maplewood Career Center - 7075 State Route 88 - Ravenna, Ohio

Guests are always welcome!

For more information contact: Joanne or Larry Solak at: 1-330-274-8240

P.A.R.C. Repeaters: 145.390 MHz  442.875 MHz Located in Ravenna, Ohio

HAMFAIR® '03 - July 27, 2003

It's never too early to mark your calendar!!

P.A.R.C. Website: http://www.parc.portage.oh.us/

The PARC Newsletter is copyright ©2003. Articles are the opinion of the authors and not necessarily those of PARC, Inc.
STEAL THIS NEWSLETTER! : You have permission to post, e-mail, copy, print or reproduce this newsletter as many times as
you like, but please do not modify it. The PARC QSO newsletter is written and published from deep inside Portage County,
Ohio by KB8UUZ. The PARC QSO newsletter is totally independent, and does not accept advertising, sponsorships or
depraved junkets to sunny resorts. If you use material in this newsletter, all we ask is you give credit to the
Portage Amateur Radio Club, Inc. - Newsletter contact: KBBUUZ

Portage Amateur Radio Club, Inc.
Joanne Solak — KJ30/8 — Secretary
9971 Diagonal Road

Mantua, OH 44255

Public Service
Through Amateur Radio

This is the Electronic E-Mail version of the P.A.R.C. Newsletter .
The advantages to receiving the newsletter are:

You get COLOR pictures, NO postage needed, and

it's delivered right to YOUR e-mail box! If you know of

anyone else that would like to receive this newsletter,

please have them send me an e-mail.

News letter editor: Tom - KBSUUZ



