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As | write up this issue of the — everyone is very much aware of the tragedy in
Washington DC and New York. Since the major news agencies are covering this 24
hours a day, | will not repeat what has already being reported. Let me just express that
our thoughts are with those that have been touched by this tragedy.

By the time you get this the Ohio QSO Party and the September ARRL VHF QSO
Party will have come and gone. | always have fun in those two contests. Even though |
have over 1,000 US Counties confirmed, | don't have all 88 in Ohio yet! The VHF
contest are really fun when the bands pop open and you can get into Europe with 50
watts on 6 meters. Try it, you'll like it. With the Fall season approaching, 10 meters and
especially 160 meters should be on the upswing. Fall contests are coming up soon —
check QST for details. If you have never tried contesting — you should. It is fun trying to
see just what you can get, even if you don't stay up 12 to 24 hours doing it. | have no
doubts that | will never win 1% place, but | enjoy seeing if | can beat my own scores
from past contests. Some of the PARC members are getting into more contests and
having fun doing it. Joe — W8KNO has been a ham for over 40 years, but just in the
last year or so, he found out how much fun contesting can be. So, if you get on 10
meters, listen for Joe-W8KNO, AI-KB8VJL, and myself — we’ll be out there looking for
your contact! Join in the fun, you may find it intimidating at first — but once you get the
hang of it, you'll start having a ball. The low band (160 meters) will be coming up as fall
approaches, so string up a l-o-n-g wire as high as you can, and hear what there is to
be found at the low end of the ham dial. The PARC Hamfair went on as scheduled, the
rain held off, and the day turned out just super! There were plenty of people there and
some pretty good bargains in the flea market. Inside this issue are some pictures taken
during the Hamfair. As winter approaches, it's time to start thinking about the winter
ham projects you may want to get started. Fixing up the shack, home brewing a piece
of gear or that special doo-dad you want that no one sells. Get to the hamfests and
buy those parts now, so when the snow starts flying, you'll be ready to warm up with
the soldering iron! Another thought -Upgrade. Start studying, and get to an exam site
and upgrade your license, go to General Class and the
world of HF just opens up to you! Go for Amateur Extra
and you'll get even more band width to play on, And
meet more hams on the air. Above all — have Fun with
this great hobby of ours. There’s Something out there
for everyone, and there are many hams around the
world, just waiting to make contact with YOU!
GOOD NEWS — This issue was delayed a few days
because of late breaking news: PARC Newsletter
won the 10" annual ARRL Ohio Section newsletter
competition! More info in this issue.

Until next time, take care & 73.

Tom - KB8UUZ




SECRETARY’S CORNER

SEASONS pass too quickly if we don’t enjoy the moments
of the Season! Autumn is just a week away, and soon we
will be in the Holiday Season. The Club Christmas Party is
just around the corner and | will have more information on
the Club’s Holiday plans in the near future. Our club has
basically participated in the “usual” annual happenings,
public service events, etc., all except the annual Balloon-a-
fair which is just this weekend - Sept. 15", This event has
some new organizers who have chosen to do it “their way”
and apparently don’t think they need us for the
communications we have provided for more years than |
can count. We will see what happens next year. This
weekend (Sept 15™) Mike , KB8TUY, and Mary Jo Ryan,
have invited our club members to have our picnic at their
QTH again this year. By the time you get this newsletter,
the picnic will be history. | hope we have a good turn-out
and the weather is warmer than predicted. We are invited
to watch the Balloons “take off’ and after dark we can
watch the beautiful fireworks display. The best part of all is
the wonderful fellowship and get-together we experience
every year, the great food is an added pleasure! Due to the
Randolph Fair, the last meeting of the Portage ARC had
fewer in attendance than usual. Make sure you attend the
meeting this month on September 26" If you don’t , you
will miss some really good surprises, one is a wonderful
announcement about our Club, and another is we have a
very interesting video to show at the meeting. Don’t miss
attending this meeting!! As you know, the U.S. remains on
“top alert” since the Terrorism against our Nation on
Tuesday morning. Our prayers, as we know yours are, are
for our Country. When Terror hits home, you should
realize more than ever and really appreciate why Our Club
Leadership stresses Train, Train, TRAIN!! Join our ARES
group, make use of your Amateur Radio Equipment for
more than Pleasure. When you are asked to volunteer for
a club public service event, VOLUNTEER!! Training is so
very important! Remember, in Bad Times, Good People
Cope and the PARC members are Good people helping
those who need our help , that is what Amateur Radio is all
about! Well, See You at the picnic and at the next Club
Meeting - September 26". BEST 73,
Joanne - KJ30

T
FROM OUR U.K. CORRESPONDENT

This is a question we all feel is possibly happening, or
about to happen to our hobby. We look each day here in
the U.K. At the rapid loss of amateur radio stations on all
frequencies, in the British Isles, the bands not so long ago
used to be very busy with stations taking up most
frequencies, that sometimes it was difficult to be able to
find a spare slot, where have all these stations
disappeared? Speaking for my own part in the hobby, |
found the abuse of Continental stations in particular who
flaunted deliberately the licensing conditions, by using
unnecessary high illegal power linear amplifiers to drown

out other stations who were compelled to abide by their
Countries licensing conditions, namely this Country, to be a
factor which | personally found to be extremely bad
operating, therefore | find myself now sitting in the shack
occupying more and more of my time playing with the item
| feel is rapidly taking the place of radio operating, you
guessed it, the dreaded computer. Of course do not
imagine for one moment that the rig isn't switched on
beside me, oh no, its on, but | hardly have any cause to
use it so frequently as in the past, because there is hardly
anyone on there to speak with, are you all finding this, or is
it something special to the British Isles? The little item
being used by a lot of radio amateurs these days on the
computer, is a little programme called "PALTALK" its
seems to be all the rage, why you ask, well all you have to
do is switch on your computer, load the programme up on
the monitor connect to the telephone line, and in no time at
all, you speak with anywhere in the World, the joy being of
course you are speaking directly to someone with no
hassle from all the big high power linear cowboys, this is |
think the way our hobby is heading, | would like to think it
could go back to the days when it was a real pleasure to
use the radio, courtesy has gone out of the window, which
seems to be the way of this modern World more is the pity.
As you know, British radio amateurs are made to pay to a
Government licensing body a sum of money each year to
enable us to play radio, there are strong rumours
circulating, that this license fee is about to be raised to
around £75, in the near future, that is equivalent to $108
U.S. shocked at that amount to pay each year to use your
radio? We are if it happens, who will gain by this, the fat
cats who are waiting in the background to gobble up all the
little used amateur radio frequencies to gain more ungotten
gains. Lets hope our hobby continues to flourish, | should
miss all the friends | used to be able to talk with in the
United States in particular, | do not want any Paltalk to
replace my trusty old FT101ZD. Call me an old moaner,
but beware, the fat cats are in there waiting their
opportunity to have your hobby.
Best 73 es 88 to you all at Portage ARC.
Don GOEOH - Cornwall U.K.

Don’'t Forget — The regular meetings of the Portage
Amateur Radio Club, Inc. are on the 4 th Wednesday of the
month. Meetings start at 7:00 pm. Place: Portage County
Justice Center - 8240 Infirmary Road, Shalersville, Ohio.

KERR-CHUNK

When you use the repeater, press your PTT (Push To
Talk) button, and hold it there for a second or two — then
speak. Give the repeater time to come up and transmit
before you start talking, or the first part of what your saying
is not heard by anyone but you. This is especially noticed
when a person hits the key and all that's heard over the
repeater is the last part of the call. Slow up just a bit.
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PARC CHRISTMAS PARTY

Don’t forget — in December (instead of a regular meeting)
the PARC has the annual Christmas Party. It will be held at
Dave’s Fireside Restaurant on the east side of Rt.44, just
south of |-76. Don’t forget to bring a wrapped surprise gift
for another ham (clean out that ‘old’ ham junk... er... |
mean good stuff), or if your not the ham in the family —
bring a small wrapped gift (about $5 worth). The Ham and
non-ham gifts are exchanged, and every one has fun! The
meal looks to be just as delicious as always. Contact
Joanne — KJ30 and make your reservations NOW — avoid
the rush — do it today!

L
SEASONED WITH LOVE

APPLE DESSERT

6 large granny smith apples

1 box yellow cake mix, 9 ounces
2 tablespoons sugar

1 teaspoon cinnamon

% cup butter, melted

Peel, core and slice apples into a greased 9 inch pie plate.
Sprinkle cake mix over apples. Pour melted butter over
cake mix. Combine 1 tablespoon sugar and cinnamon and
sprinkle over melted butter. Sprinkle remaining tablespoon
of sugar over last layer.

Bake at 350 degrees until golden brown, about 40 minutes.

HAWAIIAN MEAT MARINADE
1 cup soy sauce

Y2 cup dry vermouth

juice of 2 lemons

4 T worchestershire

garlic powder to taste

Marinade meat for twelve hours

Vivian - KBS8CLH
L T

PAPER CHASING

How fast time passes, it seems like it was just last week
that | prepared my last article. Did you receive a QSL
Card, Certificate or an Award since the last newsletter, if
so, CONGRATULATIONS !I' When you opened the mail
and saw it, did you smile ? Your bound to find some
awards you have earned, just look in your log. If you
worked 6 Naval Ships during their special event , you can
receive a certificate from Robert Callahan, W1QWT, 56
Acorn St., Scituate, MA 02066 and be sure to send a
SASE. Also if you worked any of the lighthouses you might
be able to receive an award. Did you know that there are
lighthouses in 31 states. You can get the award for only
working 11 of them and endorsements when you have
worked 21 and all 31 of them. The award is a little pricey,
$10 dollars for non members of the ARLHS. You get this

by providing the contact information to WAS-LH Manager,
Walt Robinson WB3CDX, 5016 Plata Street, Clinton, MD
20735. A copy of an application can be downloaded from
www.waterw.com/~weidner/arlhs/awards/was2.html or |
can give you one. Route 66 on the Air WI|| be history when
you read this. | hope : | p——— :
you were able to reach
some of the stations, the
information was in QST
and CQ. A station not
mentioned in the article
is W8M, a mobile driven
by a group of amateurs
from Minnesota as they
drive along Route 66 or ( —
its remains. In addition, |
WOSOE did not get a
W8 call as she didn’t get her mformatlon in early enough,
Lynn is located in Riverton, Kansas. Here are a few of the
awards you can get and you probably already qualify.:

Worked All Around Pennsylvania: Contact each of the
six states that surround Pennsylvania on HF. The states
are: Delaware, Maryland, New Jersey, New York, Ohio
and West Virginia. The award is free, though you are
asked to send postage. Send a copy of your QSL cards to
Jay Budzowski, N3DQU, 109 S. Northview Avenue, New
Castle, PA 16102 - 1633.

Great Lakes Award: Work the US states and Canadian
provinces that border the Great Lakes: VE3/Ontario,
Michigan, lllinois, Indiana, Wisconsin, Ohio, Pennsylvania,
New York and Minnesota. All contacts must have been
made since August 31, 1991. The contacts can be on any
band and using any mode. No repeater QSO’s allowed.
Contacts must be verified by a QSL or photocopy. For an
application, send a SASE to: Brian Scholten, KC8DOC,
8570 Beach ridge Avenue NW, Sparta, Ml 49345. The
award reward has a fee of six dollars.

Hope to hear you in the pile-up!
Joe - WBKNO

e
ISS QSL INFO

ARRL Field and Educational Services has announced that
the Newington (CT) Amateur Radio League has agreed to
handle QSLing duties for NA1SS. As of the first week of
August, the ARRL had received 175 QSL requests for two-
way FM voice contacts, 49 for packet QSO’s and 77 for
listener reports. US stations working NA1SS or RSOISS
aboard the International Space Station should send QSLs
to Margie Bourgoin, KB1DCO, ARRL, 225 Main St,
Newington, CT 06111. A SASE is required to get a QSL in
return.
ARRL

F————— =}
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SIGN UP A NEW MEMBER

Please support YOUR club, help pay for the repeater and
many other worth wile club activities. Sign up that new
member today:
Portage Amateur Radio Club, Inc
cl/o: Joanne Solak - KJ30/8
9971 Diagonal Rd.
Mantua, OH 44255

S ——— | ©;
CONDOLENCES

Today is Europe in sympathy day, with all the poor souls
who have lost their lives in the indiscriminate terrorist
attack on the nation of The United States of America. |
wish to pass on our small but sincere sympathy to all those
relatives who have lost loved ones. We here in England
know and understand just what a terrible thing that has
happened to all those involved in Washington, and New
York, not forgetting those other pour souls aboard the
aircraft which went down near Pittsburgh. My wife,
daughter and myself on one of our visits to your wonderful
Country, whilst in the City of New York, had the opportunity
to visit the World Trade Center buildings and view the
panoramic vast expanse of the City from the observation
floor a quarter of a mile high above the bustling bust
metropolis, alas because of some mindless morons with no
respect for human life. these views are no longer. So in
closing may | echo our sincere sympathy to all of you in the
United States, our friends and allies in these terrible times.
May Gods blessings be with you all,
and GOD BLESS AMERICA

Don GOEOH and Family in U.K.

L T
UPCOMING HAMFESTS

23 Sep 2001 - Hamfest Association of Cleveland -
http://www.hac.org - Contact: Ed Santavicca, AA8TV - 1259
Edwards Ave. - Lakewood, OH 44107 - Phone: 800-253-3378 -
Email: info@hac.org

7 Oct 2001 - Medina Two Meter Group - http://www.gsl.net/m2m
- Contact: - Mike Rubaszewski, N8TZY - 4264 Alpine Hill Court -
Brunswick, OH 44212 - Phone: 330-273-1519 - Email:
n8tzy@m3net.net

14 Oct 2001 Ashland Area ARC Contact: John McMurray,
KC8AAR -1126 Union Street - Ashland, OH 44805 - Phone: 419-
281-3117 - Email: johnamcmurray@myexcel.com

28 Oct 2001 Massillon ARC http://www.gsl.net/w8np Contact:
Terry Russ, N8ATZ - 3420 Briardale Circle NW - Massillon, OH
44646 - Phone: 330-837-3091 - Email: marc.hamclub@juno.com

27 Jan 2002 - Tusco ARC - Contact: Gary Green, KB8WFN -
32210 Norris Road - Tippecanoe, OH 44699 - Phone: 740-922-
4454 - Email: kb8wfn@tusco.net

L

10 MINUTE I.D.

Just a reminder — FCC regulations - Part 97 specifies that
we must properly identify ourselves when transmitting. The
minimum is once every 10 minutes and again at the end of
the conversation. Say your complete call. The other person
your talking to can’t ID for you — you have to do it.

§97.119 Station identification.

(a) Each amateur station, except a space station or
telecommand station, must transmit its assigned call sign
on its ftransmitting channel at the end of each
communication, and at least every ten minutes during a
communication, for the purpose of clearly making the
source of the transmissions from the station known to
those receiving the transmissions. No station may transmit
unidentified communications or signals, or transmit as the
station call sign, any call sign not authorized to the station.
(b) The call sign must be transmitted with an emission
authorized for the transmitting channel in one of the
following ways:

(1) By a CW emission. When keyed by an automatic
device used only for identification, the speed must not
exceed 20 words per minute;

(2) By a phone emission in the English language. Use
of a standard phonetic alphabet as an aid for correct
station identification is encouraged;

(3) By a RTTY emission using a specified digital code
when all or part of the communications are transmitted by a
RTTY or data emission;

(4) By an image emission conforming to the applicable
transmission standards, either color or monochrome, of
§73.682(a) of the FCC Rules when all or part of the
communications are transmitted in the same image
emission.

From Part 97 — FCC Regulations

F————— =}

CELL PHONE JAMMING DEVICES
BOOMING BUSINESS

Worldwide, people who do not like cellular phones, or
restaurant and theater owners who do not like cellular
phones ringing, are buying cell phone jamming equipment.
This article says Canada is considering legalizing the sale
and use of cell phone jamming equipment, and if Canada
legalizes jammers, the FCC will have to do the same.
Prediction: Cell phone jamming, illegal and legal, will go
through a popularity phase over the next 1 to 3 years.
Then, a well publicized situation will happen where
someone dies because no one is able to call for help due
to jammed cell phone frequencies. Homicide charges and
civil lawsuit will ensue against the jammer and jammer
operators will no longer feel so smug about jamming your

phone service. Bye-bye cell phone jamming. Credit HAM
RADIO ONLINE

Ed - KBWJH
T
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RADIO INTERFERENCE

Hams in Middletown, Ohio, helped track down a local
amateur who was subsequently arrested August 7 on state
charges of "disrupting public services." Authorities allege
that Kenneth Kelly, WT2FBI--a Tech Plus licensee--was
interfering with police radio calls while using a modified
transceiver. The charge is a fourth-degree felony. The FCC
has been notified, and Kelly, 28, also could face federal
charges. "The alleged offender was repeating what
sounded to us to be CB broadcasts onto the police
channel," said ARRL member Ernie Howard, W8EH, a city
radio maintenance shop employee who was involved in the
tracking. Kelly had apparently just moved to the area.
Authorities reportedly said the interfering operator also
attempted to talk to dispatchers and police officers and
made racial slurs and obscene remarks. At a preliminary
hearing, Kelly was bound over for possible grand jury
indictment. He is being held in lieu of $25,000 bond.

The Middletown Journal

Ernie Howard - W8SEH

PARC NEWSLETTER WINS

| am very happy to announce that the PARC Newsletter
has won the 10" annual ARRL Ohio Section Club
Newsletter Award for 2001. This honor was presented on
Saturday Sept 15" at the annual ARRL Ohio Section
Meeting held at the Ohio

T Elmevican Kt Refay Loague, Tnc.
it Vg Comitot

EMA  Center I fgia Section Newstetter Contest
Columbus. | had been

contacted a couple of Fowt Flace
weeks ago about it and R gl s

was sworn to secrecy “PURC Newsletter”
until the 15™. | traveled to e
Columbus and attended oA st

the meeting and met ot
many nice fellow hams. =~
The newsletter competition was close with only 3 points
difference between 1% and 3. PARC Newsletter received
86 out of a pOSSIb|e 100 points from 3 non-ham judges — all
i . professionals in the media industry.
The kind remarks relayed by Scott
Yonally — Ohio Section PIC — N8SY
about the PARC Newsletter were
very much appreciated. Following
the announcement of the winners, |
gave a short thank you speech and
talked a little about our newsletter.
According to the rules, we cannot
compete for the next 5 years, so there’s time to make the
newsletter even better!

Tom — KB8UUZ

Here is the official rundown from the ARRL Ohio PIC:

First Place Winner: From Portage County, The Portage
Amateur Radio Club, editor Tom Parkinson, KB8UUZ

Second Place Winner: From Zanesville, The ZARC Carrier, editor
Danny Grandstaff, KBSRIM

Third Place Winner: From Deleware Amateur Radio Club, The
DELARA NEWS, editor Ken Bird, W8SMK
Three Honorable Mentions, listed in the order of scoring, highest
to lowest.. From Lancaster& Fairfield County Amateur Radio
Club, The Ragchewer, editor Fred Stutske, W8FZ From
Mahoning Valley Amateur Radio Association, The Voice Coil,
editor Joe Vasko, N8SEJ And from the OH-KY-IN Amateur Radio
SOC|ety, The Q-Fiver, edltor Susie Scott, NECGM

3 I'm very proud of all
the editors in this
state. | truly don't
think you could find a
more hard working,
dedicated and loyal
group of folks. All of
you are winners in
my book. You all
have something to
be very proud of, your newsletter. This year's group of
newsletters has grown from 31 last year to 34 this year. That's an
8.9% increase over last year. Not bad, | hope this statistic keeps
growing. Last year in the attempt to level out the playing field |
changed the rules a little. Last year was the first time that web
based newsletters were allowed to compete. Wow what a
response we got. It's been wonderful. More than 10 of the 34
submissions were either totally web based or did a combination of
web and hard copy. That's 29% of the entries, not too shabby I'd
say. The average score this year was also up a little. This year
first place scored 86 out of a possible 100 points. That's 2 points
higher than last year. The spread between first place and third
place was just 3 points. This was narrower than last year, it made
it extremely close. The average score for newsletters that have
been submitted
over the past
eight years is
72.80 points
versus 67.39
last year, an
increase of
7.40%. This is a
good indicator of just how good the newsletters have become.
The average amount of tries before winning is now 3.125 and the
overall point spread was from 86 to 60. Even this demonstrates
just how close they all are. Twenty-six points is not very much
difference conS|der|ng the amount of diversity there is within
these newsletters. The
judges had a really
tough time of it. A
complete listing of the

final scores will be
available  immediately
following my

presentation at the
Newsletter display..
Now, onto the judges.
They were selected by
their profession, all of
them are non-hams and in the professional news or advertising
business. One is a feature writer for a relatively large metropolitan
newspaper. One of them is a graphic artist for a large commercial
advertising company as well as a published author of poetry and
the third judge is a technical writer of a large manufacturing
business. All 3 judges have professional writing skills as well as
degrees in journalism from several of the nations largest colleges.
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Since the judges comments were so well received last year |
decided to make it a part of this presentation each year. And now
here they are.. "l felt that a number of newsletters achieved high
marks and should be praised for their reporting skills." " There
were a number of newsletters that seemed to express ham radio
in a very positive role. | was very interested in how different
writers submitted articles on the same topic, but clearly had
different view points as to the outcomes in their stories." "The
Portage Amateur Radio Club newsletter has a real flare. | like
the mixture of story line with pictures. It's tops with me."
"The CARA Communicator is well written, but the print is too
light." "The Ham Informer" has a real grittiness to its stories. The
editor has the right idea, he just needs to make it a little more in-
depth for the reader." "For presentation of story and picture
the Portage County newsletter seems to have the right idea.
It's well balanced with good story line without a bunch of
overused graphics. Definitely my choice."” "The Spirit of 76 &
88 newsletter is well composed. Good sense of direction on
stories. Well thought-out." "The REFLECTOR has some nice
graphics, type size seems to change a lot from page to page
however, but has good spelling and grammar none the less."

A hard copy newsletter will cost, on average, more than $1,000
per year to produce. As you can see, this is a very large chunk of
a clubs budget. In the past it's been a real struggle to produce a
quality newsletter that can compete with the larger clubs of the
state. Now with the introduction of web based newsletters even
the smallest of clubs can produce a winner. Whether web based
or hard copies it really
doesn't matter much as
long as the story gets out,
the story of Amateur
Radio. Finally, | want to
express my  sincerest
thanks to the judges of this
contest. | know that they
stayed up a number of
nights looking, examining,
and comparing each of the
34 entrants. It was hard
work, and all volunteered
to come back next year as
well. Thank-you for a job
well done. And thanks to all that entered. Some of you are
disappointed I'm sure, that you didn't win. All of you are winners in
my book. It takes great skill, determination, and drive to be an
editor. Don't give up. You've all done an excellent job in improving
your scores. | hope to see all of you, and many more enter next
year.

Scott Yonally - N8SY
ARRL Ohio Section Public Information
Coordinator

Thanks goes to Scott N8SY, Gary KI4LA, and Bill AABEY for the pictures.

T
PSK FROM CA

Hello fellow hams. My name is Randy Wilson and my call
is N6TL. You've probably heard reference to me by Tom
(KB8UUZ) as “Randy from 6 land” or from Al (KB8VJL) as
AR (which stands for Antelope Randy), as | live in
Antelope, Ca. just north of Sacramento. Tom asked if |
might write a short article on PSK-31 for the newsletter, so
| thought | might as well give it a try although don’t expect it
to be near as colorful as Al's hamfest reports. No synthetic

oil in this article. This is the real stuff. Let me first tell you
how my interest started. While at Tom’s for my annual visit
in June of 2000, he had just gotten a Rig-blaster setup, and
we played around with it for a while but couldn’t really be
sure of what it was and wasn’t supposed to do. | finally sat
down with the manual and became more unsure. That was
it for our first try. | don’t think he did anything more with it
after | had left as he never said anything about it. Then
earlier this year in the March or April issue of QST, there
was an article called something like “pictures on ten”. It
was about Slow Scan TV. What's this got to do with PSK,
you ask. Well, nothing and a lot. The article listed some
software that you could download from the “net” and also
had a simple interface for transmitting and a quick and
easy way to hook up for receive. | stopped by my office
and downloaded 4 of the programs listed and went to the
electronics store for a patch cord. After | got home, |
loaded the software of which | was only able to get 1 of the
4 to work at all and that was SEEm
MMSSTV. | hooked up the patch
cord to the external speaker jack
on my radio (HTX-10) and to the
line in on my computer sound
card. | started the program and
read the manual file and got this
thing working. It was really neat
to actually get pictures over the
air. | then went out and bought
the parts listed in the article to
build up the interface. Due to the
odd mic configuration of the
HTX-10, | didn’t get that to work,
but | could still receive pictures
over my radio. Then about a
month before | was to come A
back there to visit Tom, he had mentioned in an email that
we might spend some time and try to figure out how to use
his PSK-31 setup. At that point, | figured I'd better become
better versed in it so | started looking around on the
internet for PSK-31 programs. | easily found a few and
downloaded then. | was still at a point that | could only
receive. But | played around with the different programs
and now knew what the waterfall was, how to click on a
signal. Set the receive level, set up macros, etc. 2 days
before | was to leave, | ordered one of the BuxComm
Rascal Interface kits and had it sent to Toms so we could
build it there and try it out. It arrived at Toms on Friday.
The kits are ordered radio specific, so this one was for the
HTX-10. We got it built up so now how do we try it out.
Well, Tom has an HTX-10 in his pickup so now all we need
to do is load the software (I brought a disk with me) into his
laptop and go on out to the truck. After a rocky start, we
saw some signals on the “waterfall” and actually saw the
type print on the screen like it should. Then bravery took
over and we sent out a CQ. Whew, no answer. At that
point an answer might have stumped us. Just to make sure
it was transmitting properly, Tom got hold of Roger —
KB8JHS on 2 meters and asked him to listen to our “tone”
on 28.120. The report back says,
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“sounds good”. Well, that was enough of PSK for now. And
then like all visits, time is short so we didn’t get back to it.
Saturday was a run around day and of course Sunday was
the Goodyear Hamfest. A side note on that trip, is that |
suspect that the one "biker type” closest to the car must
have seen Al's boots (see Dayton report last newsletter)
and figured he was all right which is why they let us “get
away” from them, after many scary minutes blasting down
the streets of Akron. But back to PSK. After | got home, |
hooked up the interface to my radio and computer and set
out calling CQ. No replies. Then later one day | got an
email from a fellow ham about 35 miles from me and he
said he could copy my signal and got a printout but the
signal had other noises in it. We talked landline as we
transmitted back and forth and after setting the soundcard
output level, and adjusting the trim pot in the interface and
watching the output meter on my tuner and adjusting the
mic gain on the radio, | now had a clean signal with very
low IMD. Time for some serious CQ’ing now. As the band
has been coming back it is even easier to make contacts. |
keep mine adjusted to 10 watts output and | can tell you |
have talked all over the world. It is a very fun mode and
you can theoretically set up macros and never have to type
a thing. But then someone will ask a question that isn’t in a
macro so you are forced to type. | think I'm even getting
better at that now too. At this time | have 6 different PSK-
31 programs loaded on my computer. They range from a
simple (my favorite) 1 printout to one that will track up to
something like 50 signals. All of these programs state in
their requirements that you need at least a 133 MHz
computer, but mine is only 75 MHz and | haven't had a
problem with any of them yet. If you'd like to try PSK-31 out
but aren’t quite sure about spending for an interface yet,
just get a patch cord and hook up to your external speaker
and to the line in on the sound card and download any one
of the software programs available and give it a “listen”.
Below is a site that carries links to many PSK sites. Note
who did the postings. Just pick one you think you might like
to try, and download it and give it a whirl. It is fairly low tech
and slow but is sure a lot of fun. Good luck and | hope to
catch you on 28.120.
http://www.k1dwu.net/ham-links/psk-31.phtml

Randy — N6TL
L T

Young Ham

He's only 7 years old, but Jordan Smith isn't shy about
talking with adults -- at least not those he meets on the
radio. Jordan is the youngest member of the Hiawatha
Amateur Radio Association, a local ham operators club. He
is one of the youngest licensed ham radio operators in the
country, said Jennifer Hagy, spokeswoman for the national
Amateur Radio Relay League. "We don't have anything
concrete on ages because birthdays are no longer required
on FCC applications," she said. Still, membership surveys
indicate the average age of a ham operator is about 50.
Fewer than 1 percent are under 18, making a 7-year-old
"obviously very rare," Hagy said. Jordan, a third-grader, got
his license and official call sign in June. There are about

680,000 licensed operators nationwide. The Hiawatha club
has 115 members, said president Ryan Fountain of Gwinn.
Last weekend, Jordan joined other club members at the
Marquette lighthouse for a special event in which ham
operators worldwide communicate with others in
lighthouses. "Basically what you do is talk to people. You
talk just like you're on the phone," he told the Mining
Journal for a story published Monday. "You monitor a
frequency until you hear somebody." Jordan started
studying for his license last November. His parents, Eric
Smith, 47, and Susan Syria, 38, are ham radio operators.
Eric Smith said there is no age requirement for the entry-
level test, but it is not easy. A minimum of 75 percent
accuracy is mandatory for licensing. Jordan scored 80
percent. Science, math and reading skills are required.
Applicants have to know basic radio rules and regulations,
which frequencies operators are allowed to use, and the
fundamentals of electricity and other electronic theories. "It
reinforces what (Jordan) studies in school,” Smith said.
"What works well with kids is having projects that use those
classroom skills." Radio, he said, promotes "good
communication skills with a generation who likes to sit in
front of the TV. It's like a mystery talking to people you
don't know, finding out who are they, where they live. You

can walk away in 10 minutes with a brand-new friend."
Article credit HAM NET

Ed - KSWJH
T

In The Uncertain, Anxious Middle

His face would smile, then frown, then resmile - sometimes
in just completing the same sentence. Fred Osterman,
N8EKU, is president of Universal Radio, Inc., or more well
known in ham radio circles as the Columbus area candy
store. Fred was reacting to that uncomfortable position he
and other dealers (like R & L Electronics, Hamilton or AES,
Cleveland) find themselves. In the anxious middle between
changing ham radio customer needs and wants and
changing ham radio manufactures needs and wants. A
smile means optimism when certain customers at his
Reynoldsberg store using retirement time to purchase new
rigs and revisit new modes in the hobby by upgrading the
home shack. A frown means pessimism while reading
ARRL statistics which show one per cent of his potential
customers are 25 years of age or less and it only rises to
three percent at age 34. Economic future of ham radio?
Shifts from good to rough quicker than a rocking chair.
In the good old days, oh, about 25 years ago, we had
several small electronic stores in most major communities.
Cincinnati had three in the early 70s. Then along came
progress - a hobby with a less radio building philosophy
and more manufactured completely wired transceivers and
handhelds. That change and those 800 numbers in ham
radio publications (like QST) have had a profound impact
on the market. You don't have to be a Washington
economist to wunderstand that. The small stores
disappeared but a restructured Universal Radio, for
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example, still needed customers well beyond the Central
Ohio area even when it became the only candy store in
town. To go to the outside their city sales area, the
marketing strategy calls for mailing catalogs across the US,
purchasing ads in ham radio national magazines and the
newest component - an Internet web site (www.universal-
radio.com). Since the distant customer now became a
major marketing strategy, Fred seems genuinely proud of
his internet efforts. His contribution is to have the web site
demonstrate as close as possible to actually trying the
merchandise in the Reynoldsberg showroom. Computer
screens display a rig’s front panel and styling, another
shows the rear sections for connectors, another displays all
possible uses for the rig - and all is calculated to give a
prospective customer as close to a hands on experience
the computer screen can allow. In the actual Reynoldsberg
showroom Fred has for inspection $50,000 worth of
equipment, parts and components when those who walk in
for the actual hands on experience. Then there are
hamfests. Increasing costs and, even more important,
decreasing returns at many hamfests mean fewer trips. As
for Dayton Hamvention, the quick perception is that dealers
like Universal make a fortune. No, says Fred, that’s not the
experience. With dozens of dealers jockeying for sales and
the overhead expenses of being there, Hamvention is
generally a public relations exercise - it is important for us
to be there, show the flag and support the? But as the
economics of ham radio changes, he said his crystal ball
has but 10 years of future in it. After that, who knows.

Joe Phillips - KBQOE, Ohio SM
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